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By DAviD PELLERIN 
Contributing Reporter 


This month NECC will host events 
designed to address Islamic fundamen- 
talism and “culture clash,” a phenome- 
non with increasing relevance as 
America struggles with recent ques- 
tions about Islam and Middle Eastern 
culture. 

The NECC Staff Development 
Committee is sponsoring a lecture, 
“Understanding Muslim Funda-men- 
talists,” Oct. 4 at noon in the Bentley 
Library conference Area. 

The lecture by Salem State profes- 
sor and Islam expert Michael Weber 
will address the questions, “Who is bin 
Laden, and what is the Taliban?” It is 
open to all students, faculty and staff. 

Also, this month, the NECC 
Community of Readers group will 
launch a series of films and panel dis- 
cussions related to “culture clash.” 

On Oct. 17, in Bentley Library, 
Newburyport author Andre Dubus III 
will discuss his book, “The House of 
Sand and Fog.” The event, which 
starts at noon, is free to students who 
obtain tickets in advance. Otherwise, 
the $10 admission fee will benefit the 
women’s shelter in Newburyport. 

Dubus’ book deals with an 
Iranian-American family and a woman 
in recovery from alcoholism, and how 
they battle over ownership of a house 
that has symbolic meaning for both. 
The focus of the story is the collision 
of cultures between Americans and 
people of the Middle East and gives 
some insight on Iranian American cul- 
ture. Dubus himself became exposed 
to that culture through an Iranian 
friend he knew. 

A panel discussion supplementing 
the Dubus event, on Oct. 22, will be 
filled with professors and community 
members who will discuss many 
aspects of the book, which won the 
National Book Award for fiction. 

Another culture class event will 
feature the screening of the film 
“Snow Falling on Cedars” Nov. 8 at 
6:30 p.m. in Room E155. All aspects 
of the novel, will be discussed by a 
panel Nov. 13 at 7:30 p.m. 
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The Wall of Hope on the second floor of the Spurk Building has hundreds of stars containing 
comments and poetry, which allow students a forum to express thoughts on the terrorist attacks. 


Experts offer students advice 
following Sept. 11 attacks 


Several students seek 
out help at campus 
counseling center 


By CATHLEEN GABLE 
Contributing Reporter 


NECC students are struggling 
with the stress of focusing on studies 
while coping with the ongoing drama 
surrounding the events of Sept. 11. 

Like everyone else, they are try- 
ing to live “normally” and go about 
their daily activities. But, throughout 
the campus you can hear conversa- 
tions including the questions, “Why 
bother? We could be going to war 
any minute,” or “I just can’t concen- 
trate, it’s like I’m sleep walking.” 

What are we feeling? 

The American Psychiatric 


Association has stated, “We are a 
nation of people trying to cope with 
post traumatic stress disorder. We are 
stunned, saddened, and disoriented. 
Many have lost their feeling of safe- 

There are many normal reactions 
to a traumatic event. According to 
the APA, a few common symptoms 
are general fatigue, feeling numb, a 
heightened state of irritability, hyper- 
activity and an inability to attach 
importance to anything. 

Jane M. Bradley, a counselor at 
NECC said, “People have different 
responses to trauma. Some are 
unable to focus while others become 
very high-strung and jittery. The 
important thing to remember is these 
responses are normal. Everyone has 
suffered a traumatic event.” 

Often, a tragedy of this magni- 
tude can cause past personal traumas 
to resurface. 


“Since Sept. 11, there have been 
several students who have visited the 
counseling center who are experienc- 
ing this effect. It’s very common,” 
said Bradley, “the important thing to 
do is to vent our feelings in safe sur- 
roundings, find people you can talk 
to.” 

“One of the most positive things 
we can do in the face of small or 
large scale tragedy is to examine our 
own personal feelings evoked by the 
event and allow these feelings to 
exist, since they are neither right nor 
wrong,” said Karen J. Garbaczewski, 
human health and nutrition professor 
and chair of the department of natur- 
al sciences. “Talk with a close friend 
or family member, someone who will 
not judge you. The result may be 
very positive since you will become 
more comfortable by feeling validat- 
ed.” 

See PROFESSOR, page 7 
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Feet, dont fail 
me now 


full, but 
enrollment 
declines 


Lucent cuts bring 
decrease to final 
numbers 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Surprising many, enrollment at 
NECC is down 3.2 percent from last 
year. As of press time, the headcount 
of students at NECC is at 6,372, with 
full time figures at 3,362. 

However, the college appears to 
have more students on campus, fill- 
ing up classrooms and parking lots 
until late in the day. This misleading 
sensation of more students is due to 
the increase in full time enrollment 
(FTE). 

Vice President Mary Ellen 
Ashley said that though full time 
enrollment figures are not finalized, 
it appears that there is a 2.3 percent 
increase this fall. 

“I do not know as of yet where 
the growth on campus is, and that 
data will take another couple of 
weeks to compile into any conclu- 
sions,” Ashley said. “But this is a 
positive thing to have a growth in stu- 
dents who are taking several classes, 
as opposed to students who only take 
one.” 

Last year, the college had the 
contracted technical training of 
approximately 400 students for 
Lucent Technologies. This added to 
the head count at the college, but had 
little effect on the full-time enroll- 
ment figures. Cut backs at Lucent 
have cost the college about 50 per- 
cent of those NECC trained, about 
195 students of which 53 were at full 
time enrollment status. 

The state considers a full-time 
student to have enrolled in a mini- 
mum of 15 credit hours, as opposed 
to 12 credit hours considered full- 
time by the college. Ashley said this 


See ENROLLMENT, page 7 
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Do not buy into 
Bradford College 


Haverhill City Council candi- 
date Edward Duchesneau 
thought he had a brilliant idea 
when he suggested that NECC 
buy the vacant Bradford College 
instead of building two new facil- 
ities. 

His suggestion lacked insight 
into the size of NECC’s projected 
funding as well as ignoring how 
logistically unsound his idea was 
for the college. 

NECC has begun a capital 
campaign to raise $4 million to 
build a new technology center on 
the Haverhill campus as well as 
on the Lawrence campus. 

The state will contribute $7.5 
million that has been earmarked 
for the Haverhill campus facility. 

President David Hartleb said 
he supports keeping the Bradford 
College an educational institu- 
tion, but that NECC can not be 
the solution to that dilemma. 

This is apparently true, since 
the price tag on the Bradford 
campus is $20 million. 

College administrators had 
reviewed the possibility of pur- 
chasing the Bradford campus 
long ago and due to cost of the 
purchase, as well as extensive 


renovations that would be 
required, decided it was not a 
viable solution for the new tech- 
nology center. 

One of the key benefits of this 
college is location and easy 
access to facilities. 

To ignore the fact that many 
NECC students do not own cars 
and rely on public transportation 
to get to the campus shows how 
little thought went into this sug- 
gestion. 

It would be an unsound deci- 
sion to even consider the 
Bradford campus, and luckily 
practicality is governing our 
administrator’s decisions. 

Bradford College closed last 
May due to financial problems, 
with increasing debt of $18 mil- 
lion and enrollment that report- 
edly could not support the costs 
of the school. 

It had been a part of the com- 
munity for almost 200 years and 
many Haverhill officials find 
themselves compelled to find a 
solution to save it. 

However, random ideas with 
no research or basis should not 
gain the support of Haverhill 
leaders who are placing impor- 
tance on saving an institution, 
while ignoring the needs of stu- 
dents and basic financial intelli- 
gence. 
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Do you feel safe since the 
terrorist attacks? 
Why or why not? 


Stacey Bush, nursing 

“T don’t feel less secure, but I do 
have a heightened awareness. It has 
woken us up as a nation and now we 
realize anything can happen out 
there.” 


Phayvang Phanaha, security guard 
“We have an Army and an Air Force 
so I feel safe. Any plane that’s been 
hijacked now, theyll just shoot it 
down.” 


Luis Mendez, /iberal arts 

“TI feel safe. It doesn’t bother me 
because that’s what we have the mil- 
itary for.” 


Corey Simpson Photos 


Danielle Rieger, dental hygiene 

“I feel pretty safe because Colin 
Powell is one of the smartest men 
and we have him on our side. He’ll 
find a good plan.” 


Ed O’Brien, computer science 
“T feel safe because I’m not in a big 


city.” 


Luz Tolentino, electronic technology 
“Yes. I’m not flying anywhere.” 
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One reader says: 
This is not Vietnam 


The following editorial was sub- 
mitted by NECC engineering student 
Samuel Miller in response to the ter- 
rorists attacks on America. 


By SAMUEL MILLER 
Guest Contributor 


This war that the United States has 
embarked on against the terrorist orga- 
nizations that slaughtered 6000+ 
mothers, fathers, sons, daughters, 
aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, 
cousins, grandmothers, grandfathers, 
and friends is not Vietnam. 

Vietnam was the United States 
sticking its nose where it did not 
belong (as usual), but we were whole- 
heartedly defending the under-dog. 
Yes, we did pull out of several major 
conflicts in the Middle East resulting 
in the deaths of people we vowed to 
protect, but isn’t that what all you anti- 
war protesters want? We the police 
(brought on by the United Nations) of 
the free world were there to show a 
presence and try to restore peace and 
when the fire got hot we said bring the 
boys home and now Middle Eastern 
people see us as liars and the enemy. 

We brought the fight to Vietnam; 
terrorists have brought this fight to us. 
Economic Sanctions? Afghanistan 
barely has electricity and proper 
sewage disposal. Should we take away 
their toilet paper and TVs? Oh wait, I 
forgot, you could be jailed for owning 
a TV in Afghanistan. These regimes 
don’t care what sanction we put on the 
country harboring them, they will 
move on and make another country or 
government pay for their barbarity. 

Vietnam was a political and finan- 
cial war, this war is about being able to 
speak freely (even when its absurd and 
un-informed) and going to work or 
school without having to worry about 
serious attack from abroad IN OUR 
OWN COUNTRY. These §aren’t 
school shootings by one individual 
searching for retribution from a life of 
being picked on or a madman upset 
that he was laid-off. These are attacks 
that affect mass numbers and are 
aimed at things we take for granted. 
We went to work on Sept 11th, many 
never came home. Going to work or to 
visit family in another state has been 
irreversibly changed forever. 

Another idea. Take them to the 
world court to stand trial for these 
atrocities. Do you really think they 
will get to court. These terrorists 
rammed a plane full of screaming 
women, children, and men into a 
building full of people. Read that line 


again. World Court would be a joke, 
we have at best, circumstantial evi- 
dence. Remember O.J.? Should we 
take that chance with a ruthless terror- 
ist regime? These terrorists will not go 
down without a fight and they’re not 
backing off no matter what we do. 
These regimes are not the culture of 
people that we are accustomed to and 
make observations of. These are fanat- 
ical people who believe that breaking 
our hearts and spirits is the answer. 
Remember the bully in the play- 
ground. Remember the “do as I say 
not as I do” line. Well this is the mind- 
set of these people. 

This is a Holy War to them, they 
will go to heaven with honors for 
killing your daughter, son, mother, or 
father while they are defenseless and 
unknowing of the coming attack. Yes 
we make it hard on some countries 
with our capitalist views and ways and 
I hope our policies change as a result 
of this war. But don’t forget the morals 
and values of these people. 

They believe all are infidels unless 
practicing their religion and you can 
be jailed or killed otherwise. Women 
are treated like absolute animals. 
There is no free flow of information. If 
the strongest country in the world does 
nothing about this violent forcing of 
belief then these organizations will 
have won and will begin to gain more 
strength and numbers for there cause 
and the countries of our heritage will 
become victims for the taking. 

We need to read between the lines 
and understand that this isn’t a fight 
for one country or the fight for money 
or land. This is self-defense for our 
country and others. Telling the school 
principal that the bully beat you up 
may protect you in school but your 
fair game out of school, especially 
when the father of the bully is a bully 
himself. 

Many innocent people are going 
to lose their lives in this war so that we 
all can speak and act freely without 
fear. Peace is like Calculus, there are 
many factors, manipulations, and 
patience required for the answer. And 
there are also consequences for not 
following the rules. Nothing is easy in 
this day and age and I hope this war 
will bring us closer to that sociable 
outcome. What our troops need is the 
undying support of their homeland. 
They need not see or hear doubt when 
they’re fighting for you and your free- 
dom in a godforsaken, desolate and 
lonely place. This war is going to hap- 
pen. This war is justified. This war is 
needed. This war is vital to our exis- 
tence. This is not Vietnam. 


To NORMAL ROUTINES, 


WE NEED TO RETURN 
SO T WENT SHOPPING... 


Shoeless and loving tt: the 
basic ideals of ‘barefootism’ 


By LILLA COLLINS 
Contributing Reporter 


“Where are your shoes?” is a 
question I’m asked all too often. 
Some of my many answers include: 
“T don’t wear them,” “I hate them” or 
“Oh, crap, you’re right, I don’t 
know!” 

It has been so long that I don’t 
remember when I stopped wearing 
shoes. I suppose it was somewhere 
around the time I figured out how to 
take them off. From early spring 
until late fall, or as long as it is not 
snowing, one can witness my bare- 
footism. 

People are usually interested to 
know if I get thrown out of places. 

“Don’t you step on stuff?” is a 
commonly asked question, as well as 
“Aren’t your feet cold?” When I am 
in the city—Roxbury, Dorchester, 
J.P., Hyde Park, or downtown 
Boston—that is where I'll see the 
funniest, most curious facial expres- 
sions. It doesn’t seem that odd for 
local small town people to see me 
without my shoes, unless I’m in a 
store, or at the movies. 

If | am going somewhere where | 
know they will not want me, I usual- 
ly just go in and get out. I can hide 
my feet with the bottom of my pant 


legs by curling up my toes if I know 
the counter person knows me. If | am 
wearing shorts I can usually stand by 
the display racks opposite the 
cashier. If my feet are’seen, it is most 
likely because I am in plain view at 
the register. By this point I have 
money in hand, and will not be asked 
to leave. 

As for if I “step on stuff,” the 
answer is obviously yes. My feet are 
so callused by now, though, that I can 
easily and painlessly remove any 
object that may become lodged in my 
foot. 

In early spring, when frost is still 
on cars in the morning, and nice big 
hoodies and boots are plentiful, my 
feet are a bit more sensitive than they 
were the past fall. I call this phenom- 


enon “spring feet.” But it takes only 
a few weeks to break my soles in, 
and I am back on track to super 
human footness. 

I love to be shoeless in the city. 
This shows people that I am really 
hard core about not wearing shoes. 
I'll see some people in the mid-sum- 
mer that tell me they “never wear 
shoes.” I cannot stand to hear this, as 
sometimes when I’ve been told this, 
the person had been wearing shoes as 
they said it, ugh! 

I don’t think I’ve seen anyone 
who didn’t live in the city be bare- 
footed there. The only one time I 
saw a man with no shoes, he com- 
plimented me on mine (which, of 
course, did not exist). I said in 
response, “The best way to be, 
huh?” He laughed and walked into 
his house. 

I own a pair of Fluevog’s that is 
often mistaken for bowling shoes. I 
am forced to wear these to work, 
which is the main reason why I am 
so often unemployed. I do have a 
severe problem with authority, and 
it does handicap my day to day life. 

Being barefoot is very socially 
unacceptable, but I am quite all right 
with that. It’s funny seeing people 
try to hold their head high while 
looking down on me at the same 
time. 


Cookie addict abandons meaty ways despite love of ribs 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


So, here I 
am! Back with 
another edition 
of Reeking of 
Awesomeness. 
I had a lot of 
good feedback 
about my last 
article, where | 
said that red- 
necks, wrestling 
and nachos were the best things on 
Earth. Well, I’ve been looking 
around for a while now and I have a 
few new things that I think are total- 
ly cool now. 

First off, cookies. Not the store 


bought ones either. Not Chips Ahoy 
or Fig Newtons. (Well, actually those 
are fruited cakes according to the 
commercials.) I’m talking about the 
homemade kind that Mama used to 
make. Even though my Mom never 
made cookies when I was a kid, 
because she was a horrible cook, I 
always had them when I went to my 
neighbor’s house. Those were some 
good cookies. 

I wasn’t even on the food train of 
thought for this article and was hav- 
ing trouble thinking about what I 
could write about. Then, Corey 
Simpson, our staff columnist, walked 
in the door with a plate covered in 
foil. When I saw the plate I knew it 
was something good. They were 
these Pillsbury cookies with pink 


frosting and sprinkles. Corey had 
made them for everybody in the 
newsroom and I was glad she did. 
They were awesome. If you thought 
about joining the Observer staff, but 
wasn’t sure if you would have the 
time; do it for the cookies alone. 
Corey’s cookies reeked of awesome- 
ness. 

Staying on the subject of food, | 
recently became a vegetarian for the 
second time. The first time I lasted 
three days, but then I eventually gave 
in to the sweet smell of stir-fry and 
broke my oath to the cows. I started 
again because I hate how animals are 
treated when they are slaughtered for 


our meat. I know I can go longer this 
time because I’m more serious about 
it now than I was before. Also, I have 
been hanging out a lot with vegetari- 
ans lately. My friends Greg and Jack 
are vegetarians; as well as Jeralyn 
Mason and the previously mentioned 
Corey Simpson, both writers for the 
paper. 

Now, | know it’s going to be hard 
for me because I absolutely LOVE 
meat. I love ribs, bacon, sausage, 
chicken, steak, pork, and every other 
kind of food that comes from some- 
thing with a face. I’ve tried buffalo, 
caribou, deer, moose, and I love them 
all. I guess what I’m trying to get at 
is that this time around I will have the 
power to control myself better. Self 
discipline reeks of awesomeness. For 


those of you who aren’t vegetarians, 
meat does too. 

To finish off this column, I have 
heard a lot of really good questions 
lately and thought of some myself. 
These questions need answering and 
please let me know if you can help 
me because | can’t figure them out: 

How is it nondairy creamer? 

If it’s called I Can’t Believe It’s 
Not Butter, then what is it? 

Why is there pink lemonade, but 
no other colors? Why not blue, red, 
or green? 

What is the difference between 
jimmies and sprinkles? 

Why is it called jumbo shrimp? 

Why do all my questions have to 
do with food? 

I must be hungry. 


—- 


a 
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For a moment, it felt like everything would be OK 
a LS I 


Suddenly a pack of women, old men, little children, 
flags, candles, cheers, all came marching down the 


On the city streets, 
finding friends and 
American pride 


By CHARLOTTE GULEZIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Most of us would like to believe 
that we are a part of something 
greater than ourselves. I have not 
always been convinced that I was, 
but on tne evening of Sept. 14, I 
clasped a connection with a band of 
red, white and blues that has 
become my light in this month of 
dread. 

The night the country paused, 
to watch the breath of candlelight 
was the night I paused my everyday 
life, to shout and chant at thou- 
sands of beeping cars amongst a 
herd of Somerville patriots I did not 
know. 

We hollered and we sang as we 
thrust our flags to the sky; it was 
our American right and we were 
proud of who we were, together. 

I was on my way to see a play in 
Somerville that I had spent the 
entire previous Friday night search- 
ing for—at this point I knew 
Broadway forward and backward, 
so we parked with plenty of time. 
As we walked, my boyfriend, Ryan 


sidewalk. 


Reynolds, inhaled a meatball sub 
and snapped photos of everything. 
“These people are so wonder- 
ful; I love this!” I exclaimed as I 
snapped a shot of an old man with a 
bruised, dirty face holding a candle 


and a flag. Suddenly a pack of 


women, old men, little children, 
flags, candles, cheers, all came 
marching down the sidewalk, and 
my camera shot like a tommy-gun. 
There seemed to be this glow 
around all of them, like angels. 

By this time it was about 7:30 
p.m., and we still had a half-hour 
until the play, so we decided to join 
their march. 

As soon as we made eye contact 
with one of them, it was like a 
swarm around us, “Come on in,” 
“All right! Join us,” two women 
hollered as they smothered me with 
hugs. A large man, who had only a 
flag wrapped around him, gave me 
a red top hat that read: “USA 
ROCKS.” 


UNDERSTANDING 
MUSLIM 


FUNDAMENTALISTS 


Who is Bin Laden? 
What is the Taliban? 


An invitation to faculty, 
staff and students. 
Feel free to bring or send a class 


Thursday, October 4, 2001 
Library Conference Area 
12:00-1:00 PM 


Presented by Michael Weber 
Professor at Salem State 


Michael was educated with a specialty in medieval Islamic Education 


Boston University and Georgetown University 


Michael was a part time faculty member at NECC for nine years 


For more information call Judith Kamber at ext, 3955 


Sponsored by the Staff Development Committee 


“It’s about the peace,” he said 
with such serenity that I felt like I 
was back in the 60s (the generation 
I am certain I belong in.) I didn’t 
even see my boyfriend for about 15 
minutes until | found him sharing 
the weight of a thick, 8-foot flag 
with smother-hugging women. 

We walked and we ran, we 
yelled and we waved, and people 
heard us. Later, when we walked 
back to our car, far too late for the 
play, I could not believe the sheer 
volume of cars responding to the 
crowd from which we had just 
departed. There were honks and 
shouts heard blocks away. 

But, when I was in that crowd 
of people, feeling so understood, so 
accepted, the power we had had 
transcended the sounds. Then we 
sang “Amazing Grace and I will 
swear to this day that we harmo- 
nized. 

It was straight from our pump- 
ing blood, our fierce, brave hearts. 


Avie 6 oe ye ecole 
Healing Arts Practitioners ¢ Local Orga 
Reruiens e Activities Pov Kids ona Adults 


Some people pulled over to listen to 
us. A few people got out and joined 
in, but everyone I saw was moved. 

“Charlotte,” my boyfriend said 
as we got in the car to leave, “does- 
n’t it sort of feel like everything is 
going to be okay now?” 

I nodded. 

The whole ride home I could 
not stop talking. | was a motor 
mouth of thought and emotion. | 
knew I had just been a part of some- 
thing that made a difference. So 
maybe it did not bring anyone back 


to life, but it did give life, to rest of 


us, to America. 

We came together and let our 
spirits roar to the world that we 
have not fallen and we will not fall. 
I found myself, for the first time in 
my 21 years, truly proud to be an 
American, proud of what we stand 
for, and proud to be a part of some- 
thing so much greater than just 
myself. 


GN! 


News Update 


‘You may say I'm a Aveamey, put I'm not the ouly one...” 
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False patriotism makes me angry | jfe is not just 
a 4-letter word 


If you're going to put 
a flag up, you should 
leave it up 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


Wherever | 
look lately I see 
an American 
flag. They are 
stuck in store- 
front windows, 
plastered on 
bulletin boards, 
and _— hanging 
from every car 
antenna. Everyone I see is wearing a 
pin that read “God Bless America” or 
a red, white, and blue ribbon. Every 
time I turn on the television I see 
someone singing America the 
Beautiful. For some people these acts 
might be something to take pride in or 
they might give them a sense of peace. 
For me, however, these acts make me 
incredibly angry. 

The sudden sense of patriotism 
that had overtaken this country since 
the World Trade Center bombings has 
made me sick. Not because of the fact 
that America is showing support for 
the victims and not because of the fact 
that people are showing pride in their 
country. It’s because of the fact that 
America will eventually go back to 
the way it was before. 

America is currently in a mood of 
what I call “Christmas in September.” 
The feeling all Americans have now is 
one of wanting to give, like during the 
holidays. People will donate to the 
Salvation Army to feel better about 


themselves, but during other times of 
the year they will walk by a homeless 
man with a look of disgust or pity on 
their face. 

Call me a pessimist, but I believe 
everyone in this world is selfish and 
uncaring. Most people would spit on 
you just as soon as give you the time 
of day. A perfect example is the way 
New Yorkers are acting now. I saw a 
man on the news last week saying 
something to the effect of, “This 
tragedy would show the world what 
New Yorkers are really like, caring 
and compassionate about their fellow 
man.” Well, guess what! New Yorkers 
aren’t really like that. There is a rea- 
son that the citizens of New York City 
have a stereotype as being hard, com- 
passionless, and coldhearted. It’s 
because they are. Each and every 
stereotype stems from some thread of 
truth; otherwise the cliché would 
never been formed in the first place. 

Want another example? The 
American Red Cross has had a short- 
age of blood for years. Now they are 
suddenly so burdened with people 
who want to donate that they must 
turn them away. If you want another 
example than ask yourself this ques- 
tion: When have you ever seen this 
many flags before? Suddenly, people 
who don’t even know the words to the 
National Anthem have become a hero 
by flying Old Glory in front of their 
house or store. It shouldn’t be like 
that. 

I know everyone feels like they 
have to do something. People want to 
help out and that’s all fine and good, 
but eventually things will go back to 
the way they were before. This feeling 
of all Americans uniting and looking 
out for each other will soon die just 


like the victims did. The citizens of 
this country will once again be 
assaulted, robbed, raped, and mur- 
dered by their fellow countrymen. The 
flags will disappear and pink flamin- 
goes and garden gnomes will once 
again reclaim the territory of people’s 
front yards. Blood banks will once 
again be pleading for our plasma, but 
we will ignore the cries of the people 
that need it. 

| hope and pray that I am not right, 
but at the same time I would bet every 
dollar | had that I am. So if you are 
reading this, do a favor for your coun- 
try and yourself. When the bombings 
are one month old or one year old, and 
people start taking down the flags, 
please leave yours up. When there is 
a blood drive in your area, go and 
donate. Don’t wait for a national dis- 
aster before you give, do it for the 
good of your fellow man. If you are 
someone who is so self-centered that 
you don’t want to donate blood; know 
that you get free cookies afterward. 

Don’t just take pride in your coun- 
try in this time of tragedy because you 
feel like you have to. Do it always. Be 
proud of the country you live in and 
don’t take it for granted. I can only 
hope this article will appeal to some- 
one, because I don’t want the country 
to go back to the way it was before. 
I’m asking people to prove me wrong. 
The ones with the flags waving now, 
who keep them waving when the new 
towers are built; when Bin Laden is 
dead; when the children of the victims 
have children of their own- these peo- 
ple are the true patriots. 


Aaron Foss is the News Editor. He can 
be reached at adogg2000@yahoo.com. 


Women’s self esteem needs a little boost 


By MICHELLE STUCKEY 
Contributing Reporter 


How many of you women have 
looked in a magazine and found it dis- 
gusting how many women in it look 
absolutely fabulous when you cannot 
even look good? How many times 
have you seen a beautiful woman 
walking down the road and thought 
you would give anything just to look 
like her? 

Let me tell you something, you are 
not alone. There are millions of 
women out there who feel just like 
you. There is nothing wrong with the 
way you look; you just might have a 
small self-esteem problem. 

I think that almost every woman 
has a time in her life when she feels 
like nothing she does is good enough, 
or she is not pretty enough. I guess 
you can say that these feelings are nor- 
mal, but why do they have to be? Why 
do we have to feel like we are not 
worth anything? And why do we have 
to feel like everyone looks better than 
we do? 

I was watching television the other 
night with my husband, Nathan, and 
we happened to be watching a comedi- 
an Dave Chappelle. He was talking 
about magazines picking away at the 
self-esteem of women, “every page 
you turn has you feeling fatter, or your 
clothes aren’t good enough, or more 
un-attractive, and they have you for- 
getting how f***ing beautiful you 
really are”. 

I guess Chappelle is right. It was 
reassuring to hear something like that 
come out of the mouth of a man. 

Women who look in a magazine 
and feel fat or not good enough need to 
realize that when the model on that 
page woke up in the morning she did 
not look like that either. I bet after a 


gallon of foundation, three tubes of 
mascara, four different shades of lip- 
sticks, a can of hairspray, $4,000 worth 
of designer clothes, and six hours of 
professional make-up artists pruning 
your face, hair and nails, you would 
look like that too. Look at it logically, 
Madonna, Cindy Crawford, and all the 
other glamorous women of Hollywood 
are no different than you. As a matter 
of fact they probably sit around in their 
sweat pants on their days of from work 
just like you. 

I was on a Web site called 
“AdiosBarbie.” On this site is a com- 
ment page, where people can write 
whatever they feel. I was shocked to 
see many entries from young girls who 
suffer from low self-esteem. One girl 
wrote, “Being skinny is overrated, first 
of all. And second of all, the whole 
idea of being model-thin is superficial 
and dangerous.” Society has shown 
women that if they are not thin they 
will never be as happy as they could be 
and will be looked down upon as being 
lazy and not caring about themselves. 

What is that all about? Are these 
people trying to tell me that to look 
beautiful at 5’6” I have to weigh 92 
pounds? That’s ridiculous! I would 
blow away in the wind. I could turn 
sideways and disappear. I could get 
lost in the cracks of walls. That’s not 
beautiful, it is scary. 

So what is self-esteem anyway? 
The definition from my psychology 
book, An Introduction to Psychology 
by Dennis Coon, defines self-esteem 
as, “Regarding oneself as a worth- 
while person.” Not bad. Anyway, that 
is a book definition. I think that if I 
were asked to define self-esteem | 
would have to say it is the way one 
sees him/her self in regards to how 
they feel. 

So now we have that out of the 
way. How do you feel about yourself? 


Is it good? Is it bad? What do you like 
about you? These are questions you 
have to ask yourself. It is not as easy 
as looking in the mirror and saying, “I 
look good.” You need to get beneath 
that superficial stuff. 

Okay so other than magazines and 
television where do these feelings of 
not being good enough come from? 
Many doctors and psychologists will 
say that they “stem from our childhood 
days.” As a child people who suffer 
from low self-esteem pick up bad 
images or messages from others in 
childhood, and “because of that we 
develop a negative perception of our- 
selves (http://www.wbc.org/docs).” 

Women who have low self-esteem 
are not condemned to feel that way for 
the rest of their lives. Dr. Mary 
Mcleod Bethune had some tips for 
improving self-esteem and I wanted to 
share them with all of you: 

*Believe in yourself 

*Let go of past hurts and forgive 
others 

*Love and accept yourself uncon- 
ditionally 

*Believe in your dreams and per- 
sist to make them a reality 

*Plan and set attainable goals 

*Meditate and spend some time by 
yourself each day 

*Visualize: see yourself achieving 

*Talk to you self: Find positive 
things that will help you believe in 
your self 

*Exercise at least three days a 
week 

¢ Pray 

All I can say is that every woman 
is perfect; we are all beautiful just the 
way that we were created. Some 
women do not have a problem seeing 
that in themselves, and some do. For 
those with a problem seeing that they 
look perfect, I hope that Dr: Bethune’s 
tips help. I know they helped me. 


People should spend 
more time enjoying 
life 


By MICHELLE STUCKEY 
Contributing Reporter 


Life. 

A four let- 
ter word that 
leads to so 
much  confu- 
sion for so 
many people in 
this world. I 
mean, how dif- 
ficult is this 
anyway? You 
get up, you go to school or work or 
wherever you go, you do your thing, 
you go home, maybe have a little 
dinner, go to bed, and then it starts all 
over. Right? Ah...no. 

If it were only that simple. But 
it’s not and if it were, it would be 
boring. Everyone would be the same, 
everyone would have the same rou- 
tine, everyone would do the same 
stuff, and everyone would be boring. 

Life is anything but boring, and 
it is anything but simple. It is a com- 
plex and imperfect thing. Imagine 
that a four letter word that is a so 
easy to spell and so hard to define, is 
a part of you everywhere you go and 
in everything that you do. 

It’s a funny little thing, and it 
throws people for a loop every 
chance it gets. That’s just the way it 
is. That’s how it goes. That’s the way 
the cookie crumbles. So be it. 

As a student of the real world, 
and an observer of people, | know 
how life can trip you up. As a matter 
of fact, it damn near tangles you up 
and then you have no idea how you 
got where you are. 

Life is a fast moving, up-beat, 
hard-driving, and goal-oriented mon- 
ster. And you know what? It doesn’t 
let go of you until it’s good and 
ready. 

Okay, okay that last sentence 
was a little dark, I’1] admit it. But it’s 
the truth, and isn’t that what this is 
all about, a little bit of truth? Sure. 
We are all looking for a little bit of 
honesty in a society that so easily 
leads people astray. 

Well, I’m here to give it to you-a 
little bit of truth that is, and hopeful- 
ly a lot of encouragement, and, hell, 
maybe you'll even laugh a little. 
That would be a good thing. 

Remember that routine I men- 
tioned earlier, the one about what 
gets done during the course of the 
day. Basically I get up every morn- 
ing, the same as you guys. As I am 
flying around the house getting 
ready to go to school, I find time to 
quickly plant a kiss on the lips of my 


husband and tell him that I love him. 
Then I whip out the door and jump in 
my car, on the way to school I usual- 
ly stop at Dunkin’ Donuts for one of 
the staples of life: French-Vanilla 
coffee. Then I get on the highway 
and somehow make it to school. That 
is after | sit in traffic on the off ramp, 
and then again in the parking lot. 

I march to my class only to dis- 
cover that I am five minutes late any- 
way, even though I really tried to get 
there on time. So | make my way 
through the school absorbing infor- 
mation, copying things down and 
avoiding teachers calling on me. 

At noontime I get to go home. 
No, wait, I get to go to work. I work 
in restaurant answering a phone, and 
taking people’s orders, and occasion- 
ally when I am lucky, I get to take a 
delivery order. I listen to people 
complain that their food isn’t right, 
or that they are too hot, or too cold, 
or they had a bad day. I smile and 
think to myself that I can’t wait to 
get home. 

By the time I get there all 1 want 
to do is spend some time with my 
husband, Nathan, but I am too tired 
to do that. I take a shower, brush my 
teeth, kiss Nate good night, and go to 
bed. Usually not five minutes after I 
hit the pillow I am asleep. 

That’s my life in a nutshell. 
Pretty busy, huh? Well I can’t com- 
plain. It’s not always like that some- 
times I am busier. 

You know what, though? I am 
happy, and that is what counts, right? 
Personally I think that the most 
important thing to have in life is hap- 
piness. Some people will argue with 
me saying that it is money or love 
that is most important, but I still 
stand firm that happiness is all that 
matters. 

As far as I am concerned money 
won’t buy happiness, it may give 
you temporary joy, but who wants 
temporary when it could be perma- 
nent? Love is always nice to have, 
believe me I know, but if you aren’t 
happy then you can’t fall in love. If 
you are in love, and you aren’t happy 
then there is something wrong. 

Life is a four-letter word, and it 
can be spelled only one way, but 
there are infinite varieties of it in this 
world. 

It leaves people as fast as it 
came, and it doesn’t bother to con- 
sult you on when it plans on doing 
so. 

I may not know as much as I 
think I do, but I'll tell you what I do 
know. All that matters is that you are 
truly happy with what you are doing. 

Don’t let anyone tell you how to 
live your life, it’s yours and you 
deserve the experience of being in 
charge of you; have fun with life, 
you only live once so do it all now, 
and don’t close your eyes too long 
because it might pass you by. 
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Haverhill urges 


Hartleb to buy 
Bradford College 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 
Editor 


Haverhill politicians have been 
pushing a plan to save the vacant 
Bradford College by getting NECC 
to purchase the campus for its new 
technology center. 

President David Hartleb has said 
that the cost factor of the $20 million 
property, as well as the inconve- 
nience of its location, eliminates it as 
a viable choice for the college’s 
needs. 

NECC has begun its capital cam- 
paign to raise $4 million for the con- 
struction of a tech center on both 
campuses. It will receive an addition- 
al $7.5 million from the state. 

Hartleb said that college admin- 
istrators had looked at the Bradford 
facilities and found that along with a 
price tag that NECC could not afford, 
it would also require “extensive ren- 


ovations”. 

Bradford College closed in May 
2000 due to an $18 million deficit 
and enrollment that could barely sup- 
port the college’s overhead. Since 
then, the campus has remained 
vacant, and residents, as well as 
politicians, have expressed concern 
for preserving the 200-year-old facil- 
ity. 

The plan to approach NECC 
began when City Council candidate 
Edward Duchesneau wrote a letter to 
Hartleb, asking NECC to purchase 
the Bradford facilities. 

He said that despite NECC’s 
refusal, he would also approach 
Mayor James Rurak to continue dis- 
cussions with college administrators. 
President Hartleb said that though he 
would like to see Bradford remain an 
educational institution, NECC is not 
the answer. 


College recognizes 
three employees 


Elaine |= Mawhinney, Jose 
Montanez, and Bonnie Moore are the 
most recent recipients of the 
Northern Essex Community College 
Employee Recognition Awards. 

Mawhinney, chairperson of 
Creative Arts, Philosophy, and 
Religion, was nominated for the 
recognition by a fellow faculty mem- 
ber and staff member. In nominating 
Mawhinney, reference librarian Gail 
Stuart praised her successful work as 
chair of the college’s Liberal Arts 
Revitalization Committee, as well as 
the Still Point dance performance, 
which she has directed for 25 years. 

“Her tireless and unselfish devo- 
tion to the arts has enhance the entire 
Merrimack Valley,” said Michael 
Kramer, part time mathematics and 
creative arts professor, who also 
nominated Mawhinney. 

Montanez has responsibility for 
the college’s in-house printing as 
reproduction services supervisor. 
Linda Hopkins, former information 
specialist with the Public Relations 
Office, nominated him while noting 
that “Jose faces a constant parade of 


people from all areas of the college. 
Faced with this daily deluge, not to 
mention the occasional cantankerous 
machine, Jose keeps his ‘cool,’ his 
smile, and his professionalism as he 
completes each print order in the 
shortest amount of time while ensur- 
ing the quality of the work.” 

Moore, staff assistant in Network 
Operations, was recognized as a 
“pleasure to work with” by Frank 
Dushame, EDP programmer III in 
Academic Computing, who nominat- 
ed her. 

“I feel Bonnie is always going 
above and beyond the call of duty,” 
he said. 

She can and will do anything 
required for the job to be completed. 
I always learn something when I am 
with her.” 

Mawhinney has been with the 
college since 1969, Montanez since 
1994, and Moore since 1998. 

Each will receive a $100 gift cer- 
tificate and reserved parking for one 
month. Their names will also be 
inscribed on a plaque in the Bentley 
Library. 


Security reports indecent exposure 


Alarm: A freezer alarm in the 
Student Center was going off. 
Maintenance called and they fixed it. 
Aug. 2, 11:30 a.m. 

Accident: Security officer dri- 
ving down Jackson Street reported 
hearing a pop and losing the mirror 
on his car. Aug. 2 

Illegal parking: A homeowner 
was asked to remove his car from the 
grass. He did not comply. Aug. 2 

Spill: A guard doing rounds 
found a water leak in the B building. 
Aug.4 

Indecent Exposure: A young 
male ran naked from the bushes near 
the athletic fields and exposed his 
penis to two women. He ran off into 
the bushes. Security followed and 
got the man’s license plate number. 
Aug. 7, 6:30 p.m. 

Alarm Reset: A call from the 
alarm company informed security 


that an alarm went off and must be 
reset. Aug. 8, 8:30 p.m. 

Injury: A girl playing basketball 
fell while jumping for the ball. She 
hit her head on the floor and was 
bleeding. Ambulance took her to 
Hale Hospital. Aug. 9 8:35 p.m. 

Injury: A women fell between 
A and B buildings on the sidewalk. 
She scraped her hands and knee, but 
said she was all right. No ambulance 
called. Aug. 15 

Injury: A man tripped outside F 
building and broke a tooth and cut 
his lip. Aug. 22 

Theft: Security guard Josh 
Flanagan looked out a window 
towards his car while making his 
rounds. He saw someone is his car. 
The suspect fled when pursued by 
Flanagan. The window was smashed 
and the radio, CDs and a cell phone 
were all stolen. Aug. 22, 8:15 p.m. 


Barbara Polletta photos 


CAMPUS EVENTS—College Fair offers information to many students planning to transfer; and 
below, Melissa Woodburn, MassPIRG campus organizer, speaks to Leigh-Anne Pasienza, 
student, signing up to assist. The banner supporting open space will be sent to the state house. 


Dual enrollment offers challenge 


High school students 
get a taste of college 
life, earning credits 


By SHERRY LARNARD 
Contributing Reporter 


In 1993, the Massachusetts 
Department of Education developed 
a program that allows high school 
students to experience college before 
they are actually in college. 

The program is called dual 
enrollment. It allows high school stu- 
dents to earn both high school and 
college credit simultaneously. The 
courses accepted by the Department 
of Education will be paid for by the 
state. 

Twenty-eight Massachusetts col- 
leges and universities participate in 
this program, some of which include 
the University of Massachusetts- 
Lowell, Amherst, Dartmouth and 
Boston; Bridgewater State College, 
Northern Essex Community College, 
Bristol Community College, and 
many other state and community 
institutes. 

Susan Saurman, 
counselor at Amesbury High School 
said, “Most students have had a very 
positive experience, at least in the 
time I’ve been here...about five 
years.” According to Saurman’s rec- 
ollection, students had received 
“Mostly A’s and B’s and a couple of 
A Se 


a guidance. 


Unfortunately, not every student 
is eligible for this program. There are 
certain requirements that students 
must meet before being accepted into 
this program. Students who wish to 
participate must be in either their 
junior or senior year in high school 
and must be a Massachusetts resi- 
dent. They also must have a grade 
point average of 3.0 out of a possible 
4.0. 

Once a student has decided to 
apply and a counselor has deter- 
mined that the student is eligible, the 
student must find a class that is 
accepted by the department and is 
held at a time that will not interfere 
with high school graduating credits. 
According to the Department of 
Education’s web site, any develop- 
mental course or one pertaining to 
physical education will not be reim- 
bursed by the department and will 
only be counted as high school cred- 
it at the discretion of administration 
within the student’s secondary 
schooling institute. 

After a student is accepted into 
the program, his or her high school 
shall decide what credit is given for 
the college course. 

It may seem as though taking 
college courses before a student has 
reached that point could be over- 
whelming. For some it may be, but 
others have no problem at all. 

Kelli Hannon, a junior at 
Amesbury High School, is taking a 
dual enrollment psychology course. 
A college professor who travels to 
Amesbury High, making the class 
more accessible to students, teaches 


the course. At times the professor 
cannot make it to the class and the 
students watch the lectures on satel- 
lite. “It’s difficult to understand on 
the satellite,” Hannon said. “But I’d 
suggest it if you like being in a com- 
petitive atmosphere for yourself.” 

Meghan Foster, a senior at 
Amesbury High, is taking the course 
with Hannon. She agrees that it is 
confusing over the satellite “because 
it’s a college lecture and the teacher 
isn’t there.” 

The Department of Education’s 
web site informs that over 12,000 
high school students have benefited 
from this program since 1993. I am 
one of the many. 

I feel that the program allows 
students to get a feel of college on 
their own without being told how it is 
going to be. Before I joined this pro- 
gram teachers had told me many 
things about college to prepare me, 
and so far, none of what they had told 
me has proven true. Although the 
work is more difficult and abundant 
than high school course, it is more 
rewarding to get back a good grade. 

Personally, if a student were eli- 
gible, I would highly recommend this 
program. It is an exciting experience. 
It also provides a good sense of what 
college will be like so that you can be 
truly prepared. 

If you are a high school student 
with any questions or would like 
more information, log onto the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Education Web site or talk to a guid- 
ance counselor at your high school. 
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keep daily life simple 


Continued from page 1 

How can we heal? 

According to the National 
Organization for Victim Assistance 
(NOVA), the average time for regain- 
ing normalcy after a traumatic event 
is about one month. National 
Director of NOVA, Marlene A. 
Young, Ph.D. said, “Don’t think 
you’re crazy or mentally ill. You’re 
simply experiencing a normal: human 
reaction to an abnormal event. 
Reflecting on what we can control, 
and what we cannot is frightening but 
important to our mental health. We 
need to find those things we can do, 
and do them.” 

Reports from the APA say it is 
imperative to the healing process to 
turn sadness and helplessness into 
action. Lighting a candle, giving 
blood, and other simple everyday 
acts of kindness are immediately 
healing and helpful to those we come 
in contact with during this period of 
change. 

“Any escape into nature to quiet- 
ly sit and observe the sights and 
sounds of the animals, the breeze, or 
the water help connect one to their 
true origin, their true nature,” said 
Garbaczewski, “to watch an animal, 
like a bird, go about its life with the 
rhythm of the earth is always sooth- 
ing and healing.” 

The APA states, “Normalize your 
life as much as possible, focus on 


To Learn More, Simply Call UsToday at 


1-877- 
or Se Habla Es 


doing the best job you can, engage in 
calming activities, and express your 
love in words and actions to those are 
important in your life.” 

Keep it simple 

“In crisis mode, it is crucial to 
keep daily life simple,” said Bradley. 
“When you’re tired, take a nap. 
When the anxiety fells overwhelm- 
ing, get some exercise. Take a walk. 
You’d be surprised how something 
so simple could be so helpful.” 

“The same old prescription,” said 
Garbaczewski, “get enough sleep. 
Eat balanced, regular meals, exer- 
cise, and continue with your job and 
schoolwork, but maybe with more 
awareness of the person next to you. 
Have more appreciation for the 
things you usually take for granted, 
and more faith there will be a solu- 
tion and life will continue to evolve, 
which means continual change.” 

Carry on 

“To best help ourselves, and one 
another, we need to each make a 
commitment to carry on in the midst 
of these events,” said Bradley. She 
concluded, “If we each try to make 
the best of every day, this will radiate 
to those around us who may be in a 
deeper state of suffering. By nurtur- 
ing ourselves, we’re essentially help- 
ing others within our families, our 
circle of friends, and our academic 
community.” 


After the Sept. 5 board of trustees 
meeting, President David Hartleb 
announced that the college will be 
scrapping the original five-year 
strategic plan, in favor of a revised 
three-year planning process. 

“Things change too rapidly,” 
Hartleb said. “We will be developing 
a new plan this year that will look 
three years into the future.” 

Preparations for the new plan 
will begin this fall. 

“We will look at the external 
environment, look at the capacity 
within the college, and determine 
how we can best meet the challenges 
out there,” he said. 

Heading up the strategic plan- 
ning process will be a team com- 
prised of the executive committee of 
the All College Council and the col- 


lege’s leadership team as well as two 
trustees. 

The entire college community, 
including faculty, staff and students, 
will have the opportunity to get 
involved. 

Saying the current plan “has 
done a fine job of helping the college 
to understand its priorities,” Hartleb 
encourages trustees to check out the 
accomplishments highlighted under 
the third year report, which was just 
added to the college’s Web site. 

Other business covered by the 
trustees included an analysis of the 
$27,544,2432 budget for FY2001 
and the presentation of an interim 
budget of $27,635,601 for FY2002. 

New full-time appointments 
approved by the president during the 
summer included Linda Murphy and 


Marilyn McCarthy, both instructors, 
developmental studies; Jacqueline 
Cabrera, EDP programmer III; Susan 
Grolnic, assistant dean of math, sci- 
ence, technology and health profes- 
sions; and Erin Sheehan, clerk IV, 
continuing education services. 

Approved at the September 
meeting were Betsy Pardo, English 
Language Center coordinator; 
Richard Syddall, laboratory techni- 
cian I; Stephen Bombard, motor 
equipment mechanic I; and Lizbeth 
Ortiz, administrative assistant I, spe- 
cialized student services. Allison 
Pistone, facilities coordinator and 
Ryan Tetterton, administrative assis- 
tant I, Gallaudet University Regional 
Center, were moved from part-time 
to full-time status. 


Enrollment down, full-time enrollment increases 


Continued from page 1 


makes it more difficult to reach an 
increase. Though the headcount fig- 
ures are important to generate FTE, it 
is the final FTE figures that is sent to 
the state for subsidy. 

This year’s increase represents 
the fourth consecutive growth in full- 
time students at the college. 

Many of the full time students 
enrolled during the summer months 
at the one-stop registration events. 
These enrollment events allow new 
students an opportunity to speak with 
representatives from financial aid, 


advising, student activities, and the 
bursar’s office. 

A student orientation presenta- 
tion is also made. All the departments 
set up shop in the student center, and 
Dina Brown, director of student 
activities, said the special registration 
days were very busy with the bulk of 
students attending the ones held at 
the end of the summer. 

“We had about 30 people work- 
ing on orientation, and we were kept 
very busy most of the time,” Brown 
said. “It definitely feels to me that 
enrollment is up.” 

Nita Lamborghini, assistant dean 


When you join the UPS Team and the UPS Earn & Learn Program, you receive Full-Time benefits with a 
Part-Time Job, plus outstanding education assistance to help pay college expenses, and much more! 


UPS 101: Bonuses 
You get up to a $750 Sign-On Bonus after 90 days of employment, 
and up to $3,500 in total Sign-On Bonuses after 1 year of employment. 


UPS 102: Earn & Learn Program 
Get up to $23,000* in College Education Assistance. 
*UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


UPS 103: Benefits 


¢ Great Starting Weekly Pay ¢ Flexible Shifts to Fit Your Schedule * Medical, Dental and Life Insurance 
+ 401(K) * Weekends & Holidays Off * Paid Vacations * And Much More! 


See Your Local On-Campus Recruiter 
Jessica: 10/15, 10/31 ¢ Triana: 10/10, 10/19, 10/24 
at the Lowell Campus Cafeteria from 10 AM to 1 PM 


-HIRE 


ol, Liame: 


978-441-3629 
90 Brick Kiln Road * Chelmsford, MA 


www.upsjobs.com 


Mark: 10/22 


of college life and healthy living, said 
the orientation program has assisted 
more than 1,600 students through 
pre-enrollment presentations and 
more than 1,300 students through the 
one-stop orientation days. 

She said that they have begun to 
analyze the relationship between ori- 
entation and retention of the student. 
Results from last year show approxi- 
mately 80 percent of students who 
received the benefit of pre-enroll- 
ment orientation and registered in the 
fall 2000, returned to enroll at the 
college for spring semester. 


® 


An equal opportunity employer 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


at the Bedford Campus Cafeteria from 10 AM to 1 PM 
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Goths say they are misunderstood 


Goths complain they 
are portrayed 
negatively by media 


By NORMA VITALE 
Contributing Reporter 


Meaghan, a young Goth girl, 
steps onto the Red Line heading 
towards Harvard Square. Seeing me, 
she sits down and strikes up a friend- 
ly conversation. A group of teenage 
boys sicker at us from the far end of 
the subway car. A sign of disgust 
shows in her expression. As we exit 
the T, an insult, “Freak,” is thrown at 
us from the teens. She sighs and 
shakes her head, “They don’t under- 
stand.” 

Meaghan is one of the many 
Goths who feel that today’s public 
doesn’t know and truly doesn’t 
understand what the scene is about. 

Myself, being Goth since the 
early ’90s, knows that the scene has 
been horribly misinterpreted, but 
what about others? Setting out to find 
Goths on the streets and over the 
Internet, I was surprised to see how 
many were eager to talk in hopes that 
this article will bring a better under- 
standing. 


A scene without a name 

Before understanding, we must 
first look at when the scene first 
came around. You might think that 
the Goth scene is new, but it isn’t. 
Starting in England during the late 
1970’s, when David Bowie influ- 
enced fashion with his music, a small 
society of people with similar taste 
and interest stemmed out from the 
punk world and formed a scene that 
had no name. Twenty-nine-year-old, 
Gimpy (using her Goth name) said in 
an interview with the Internet, “It 
used to be a tiny step from the punk 
in the late 1970s, early 1980s, but it 
was different from punk, more open 
and accepting. There was no name 
for the scene back then.” 

Older Goths claim the name 
appeared in the mid 1980s, when the 
underground scene started to surface 
to the public through media. 

“It wasn’t private anymore. A 
large ‘hello my name is’ label was 
slapped on us like any cliché group,” 


says Daniel Simons, also interviewed 
via the Internet, “But you discovered 
the others out there who, too, share a 
common bond.” 


What the word Goth means to 
a “Goth” 

In the Webster’s Dictionary, Goth 
means “a member of a Germanic 
people who from the 3rd to Sth cen- 
turies invaded parts of the Roman 
Empire. The meaning of “Goth” to a 
modern Goth cannot be found in any 
dictionary, but comes from one’s 
own personal views. 

To many, it means a community 
of others who are not afraid to 
express themselves by beliefs, fash- 
ion and the world around them. They 
are artists, musicians, even people in 
business and politics. People who 
are not afraid of deep and intelligent, 
meaningful conversation. 

Not all Goths are the same in 
fashion and taste, and as an under- 
ground scene, people don’t realize 
how wide spread we are. From 
Fetish to Victorian Goths, Medieval 
Goths, Fantasy Goths, Casual Goths, 
PVC, Ubergoths, Glitter Goths, Dark 
Romantics to Industrialists. 

“Everyone is different in their 
own creativity, intelligence, beauty 
and drama, but it all comes together 
as one,” says 25-year-old Laura 
Rines. 

Yolanda Dove, 32, said on the 
Internet, “What’s special about the 
scene is that anyone can belong, 
there are no set rules.” 

“No matter what your personal 
beliefs, interest or culture may be, the 
first and only rule is acceptance - not 
just of Goths, but non-Goths as well, 
who we hope will accept us. 


Stereotypes from media affect- 
ing the view on the public 

Unfortunately, the media today 
has given the wrong impression of 
what Goths are about. Images of 
depressed youths cloaked in black 
with thick globs of eyeliner and 
caked white complexion who are 
infatuated with death is one of the 
major stereotypes media has untruth- 
fully placed on what the Goth scene 
is. 

Goths are not into death; many 
claimed they fear it. Death is just one 
of the many things we accept and are 
curious about, especially “after life.” 


Norma Vitale photo 


Goths socializing in a park at night in Boston. Goths are respectful of others and do not believe in vio- 


lence, say those in the Goth community. “The only rule is acceptance.” 


Twenty two-year-old Winter York, 
strongly expressed her feelings about 
the media. 

“They totally portray us as slutty, 
stupid and silly. The media look at 
Marilyn Manson, who is not Goth 
but ‘shock rock,’ and people think 
this is what Goths do. People think 
we’re into death and Satan. We’re 
loving, not hateful or ignorant or vio- 
lent that is stereotyped in movies and 
television.” 

Those who have been wrongly 
educated by the media from all the 
negative stereotyping come into the 
scene with the notion that this is how 
we act. Young teens enter as a way to 
rebel against their family and peers. 
The Columbine High shooting is a 
touchy subject among many Goths. 
After all we were treated as scape- 
goats by the public. As for Satanists, 
Goths are not, and they don’t believe 
in violence. 

Gothland — Darksites, Gothic 
Auctions, Morticia’s Attic, Velvet 
Garden are just a few of the many 


Goth websites that have shown 
American pride and urge fellow 
Goths to pray and help with the 
recent tragedy of the Pentagon and 
World Trade Center. 

In a recent “People’s Magazine,” 
a small picture of Goths is shown, 
gathered in prayer for the victims of 
the tragedy. Twenty three-year-old 
Ralphie Hartnian, studying ministry 
speaks his mind of religion in the 
scene. 

“Everyone has their own beliefs 
either it be Christianity, Judaism, 
Buddhism or Paganism. Even if 
there are those who don’t have a reli- 
gion, accept and respect those who 
do. And religion is one of the most 
common topics brought up in con- 
versation. Those so called “Goths” 
who insult peoples religious belief, 
especially Christianity, are very igno- 
rant. A lot of us do believe in God. I 
know, I’m one of them.” 


The scene today 
The scene today has changed. 


Goths today are more into the latest 
fashion, which is PVC. If you’re not 
in with the fashion, you’re not 
accepted. There is a form of snob- 
bery in the scene now, and it comes 
from the younger Goths. 

“The Goth scene doesn’t get 
much support from those under 21,” 
said Thirty two-year-old, using her 
Goth name, Merry Malaise. “I am 
sure this snobbery will be the down- 
fall of the scene in general.” 

Those who are older Goths say 
they do receive a lot of respect from 
those Goths who have not gone mate- 
rialistic. But will the scene itself dis- 
appear in the future? As long as there 
are Goths true at heart, there will 
always be a Goth scene. 

“Goth will forever write its own 
dark journal of past and present, but 
will remain timeless,’ says Cindy 
win, twenty eight-year-old. “With 
each year the scene gains more of an 
audience, and I hope it will not be a 
culture totally misread and misunder- 
stood.” 


Members of gay community say ignorance is biggest foe 
—_-¢¢——_ 


Be open. Accept people for who they are, not 
who you want them to be. 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Contributing Reporter 


I remember what it felt like start- 
ing at a new school, wondering if I 
would fit in and be accepted. 

Imagine what it feels like to start 
a new school, job, or anything, for 
that matter, not knowing if you will 
fit in because of your sexual orienta- 
tion. Even today, people are still 
ignorant about prejudice against the 
gay and lesbian community. 

I sat down with a few gay and 
lesbian friends, to try to understand 
some obstacles they have endured 
through the years. I learned they all 
feel the same way about ignorance 
and prejudice, it all boils down to a 
lack of education. 

John Gollucci, 30, said that one 
way to educate yourself and to under- 
stand the issue better is to experience 
it for yourself. 

“As scared as people are of the 


gay community, most of the straight 
people I know, would rather go to a 
gay club and have a blast, than to go 
to a straight bar and be harassed,” 
Golluci said. 

Alex LeRiche, 22, who is still 
uncertain of his sexual orientation, 
said that to learn and understand. 

“People have to be willing to 
learn and not be so close minded.” 
LeRiche said he no gender prefer- 
ence, so he is not sure if he fits into 
either the straight or the gay and les- 
bian community. 

His gay and lesbian friends feel 
that he is not being honest with him- 
self. They say he is just lying about 
being straight so that he may fit in. 
LeRiche’s response to the accusation 
was, 

“Because of how I was raised, 
living in an open environment, it has 
never mattered. I’ve always taken the 
person for the person, regardless of 
their gender or sexual orientation.” 

While LeRiche’s family accepted 


him either way, Gollucci was reject- 
ed by his own family. 

“I had a stepmother who was 
very opinionated, she felt that what 
was outside the cool for her was 
wrong,” Golluci said. “She drove a 
wedge between me and my father. I 
honestly don’t have many family ties 
at all.” 

Amy Reynolds, 29; recently mar- 
ried a women in Vermont, one of the 
few states where it is legal to marry 
the same sex. Reynolds can’t believe 
it is still illegal in most states to 
marry the same sex. 

“I think it’s wrong. Marriage is 
commitment between two people,” 
Reynolds said, “The state govern- 
ments shouldn’t be able to say what 
is right and wrong.” 

Gollucci and Reynolds said they 
have never feared losing a job 
because of their sexual orientation. 
But LeRiche did not feel comfortable 
when he came out at Home Depot. 

“The atmosphere at Home Depot 


—John Gollucci 


was very masculine, I wasn’t sure if 
they accepted me,” LeRiche said. 

The Gay and Lesbian Pride 
Parade, held every year in Boston, is 
perceived differently by Gollucci and 
Reynolds. While Gollucci said that it 
is one of the most exhilarating expe- 
riences of his life, Reynolds feels it is 
a poor picture of the community. 

“They project it to be one big 
role playing game, when actually it is 
not a game at all, it is a lifestyle,” 
Reynolds said. 

If they could get a message out to 
the world, what would it be? 

LeRiche’s said, “Take the person 
for the person.” 

Gollucci said, “Be open, accept 


people for who they are, not who you 
want them to be,” he said, “If people 
were to look at people for that and 
not their sexual orientation, clothes 
they wear, car they drive, or where 
they live, it would be a much happier 
place to live.” 

Reynolds said, “If you are not 
gay, I’m not going to be interested in 
you that way. You shouldn’t be afraid 
to be near me,” 

LeRiche, Gollucci and Reynolds 
believe the world is still ignorant and 
prejudiced against the gay and lesbian 
community because of lack of educa- 
tion. While none of them flaunt their 
sexual orientation, they all said that 
they would not lie or hide if asked. 
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Heart donation gives student her Dad back 


‘T knew he’d recover 
because my dad is a 
strong man’ 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


I was home for lunch when my 
dad pulled in the driveway on his 
Harley Davidson. He said he didn’t 
feel too good and was belching every 
20 minutes. 

My mom and | just thought it 
was gas or digestion problems. We 
went on with our day and later on | 
came home around 10 p.m. My dad 
was still belching. 

In the back of my mind I thought 
maybe heart attack, but that’s not 
something I can say to my dad. He 
would have been in total disbelief. I 
told him, “Dad, we need to go to the 
hospital.” I coaxed him into going by 
telling him that maybe they can give 
him some medicine for the belching, 
instead of the over the counter stuff 
he was using. 

_ I drove my dad, with my mom in 
the back seat, to Lawrence General 
Hospital. We walked into the emer- 
gency room and they took him right 
in and hooked him up to an EKG 
(Echo cardiogram), a machine that 
monitors heart rate. And just by look- 
ing at it they could tell that he was 
having a heart attack. I didn’t even 
think twice that my dad wasn’t OK. 
Other family members have had 
heart attacks and they all survived. 

I got to go into his room and see 
him, he looked OK but he was hav- 
ing a tough time breathing. Doctors 
say when having a heart attack, fluid 
builds up in your lungs. 

It seemed normal to all the nurs- 
es and doctors around him. So still I 
didn’t worry. They told him, “John, 
we need to put a tube down your 
throat, it’Il help you breathe.” My 
dad told us “it would be OK” and 
“we can go now.” They put him 
asleep and paralyzed him so he 
wouldn’t strain his heart. Still 1 was- 
n’t worried. 

When one of the nurses passed I 
stopped her and asked if my dad was 
okay. She calmly said, “No honey, 
he’s having a bad heart attack.” My 
dad is such a strong man, and he 
holds together so well, that I didn’t 
realize the severity of what was 
going on. His only symptom was 
belching, no pain down the arms, no 
pressure in his chest. His heart attack 
was so severe that the left side of his 
heart was completely dead tissue. 
Almost all of his arteries were com- 
pletely blocked. I cried so hard that I 
threw my contact lenses away. 

The doctors at Lawrence General 
decided it would be a good idea to 
send him into Boston. The hospitals 
there would have a machine that 
could open up the arteries. 

That’s when I knew something 
was terribly wrong. They sent him to 
St. Elizabeth Hospital in Brighton. 
My boyfriend met us and drove my 
mom and I there. I was too upset to 
drive. 

We waited so long. It seemed 
like forever for my dad to get there. 
He finally arrived around 3 a.m. 
They worked all night trying to keep 
him stable. I remember sleeping in 
the waiting room and only waking up 
to hear the doctors come in to tell us 
the latest updates. 

My mom hadn’t slept at all. The 
doctors had inserted a balloon pump 
into my dad’s heart to try to open the 


arteries. It worked but it would only 
last so long. They told us they want- 
ed to perform angioplasty, a tech- 
nique used to repair or replace blood 
vessels. But before they could do that 
they wanted to put a machine in to 
pump his heart for him. 

It would make the surgery less 
risky and also help him recover easi- 
er. But that would mean sending him 
to another hospital and they weren’t 
sure he was stable enough to with- 
stand the ride. 

Everything started to get compli- 
cated; all these medical terms were 
being thrown around. The doctors 
were the ones we put our trust in and 
listened to them to make the deci- 
sions. My mom and I couldn’t say a 
word. We just looked at each other, 
and she signed the papers. 

We received a telephone call 
telling us to return to the cardiac 
ward. There, the doctors told us he 
was able to go to New England 
Medical Center to have that machine 
put in. Thankfully my boyfriend was 
there with us through the whole thing 
and was able to drive us into Boston. 

By this time it was 9 a.m. It was 
raining and the weather seemed to fit 
the mood. 

We waited in the waiting room of 
the ICU and I saw my dad go buy on 
the stretcher. I wanted to go with 
him. The EMT that was in the ambu- 
lance said that at one point, my dad 
opened his eyes and looked around. 
Hearing that made me feel so much 
better. 

It took a while before the doc- 
tors could talk to us. One doctor said 
that if they put this machine in, it 
would be a bridge to bypass surgery. 
I could understand that and was com- 
pletely comfortable with it. 

Then the doctors came in and 
told us that if they were to put this 
machine in, it would lead to a trans- 
plant. 

Once my mom and | heard that 
word we lost it. We didn’t know what 
my dad would have wanted. We 
would have to take the chance of him 
having brain damage, and we knew 
my dad wouldn’t want to live with 
that. 

The doctors talked us through it 
and told us that they wouldn’t want 
to do this surgery if there wouldn’t 
be a good outcome. They didn’t sus- 
pect any signs of brain damage but 
we wouldn’t know for sure until he 
woke up. Then they told us that truth- 
fully, if he didn’t have this surgery he 
wouldn’t last much longer. 

They left the room to let my 
mom and I think about it. It didn’t 
take long for us to make a decision. 
We both looked at each other and 
knew we had to try. 

We busted into the ICU and 
found the doctors and said, “Go for 
it, we want to do it.” My dad had a 
successful operation and we were 
able to see him right after he got out 
of the operating room. 

He was all yellow from the 
iodine they put all over him and you 
could hear the machine pumping his 
heart. The machine was called a 
LVAD, left ventricle assist device. 
He was plugged into a small unit and 
in weeks he would be home. 

It took two days to wake him up 
from the operation. And when I final- 
ly got to see him open his eyes I was 
so excited I started to cry, but I had to 
remain calm so I wouldn’t upset him. 
As he got his strength back they 
plugged him into a battery pack and 
he could walk around. He was mak- 
ing unbelievable progress. I knew he 
would recover because my dad is a 
strong man. 


The next step was to be placed 
on the donor list. My dad had to take 
many test and evaluations. He passed 
each one with flying colors. 

In almost a week he was placed 
on the list. For three weeks he would 
be top priority. His blood type was A, 
which gave him lots of options. He 
could receive an AB, A, or O blood 
type heart. 

Just four days after he was 
placed the list my mom and | got a 
call at 6 a.m. It was my dad. We fig- 
ured that he just figured out how to 
use the phone in his room, but he had 
some news for us. 

“Looks like they found me a 
heart, I’m going to get it at 8 this 
morning,” he said. 

I couldn’t believe it. My mom 
and I were so shocked we cried and 
hugged and jumped around the 
whole house. 

Once we could get a hold of our 
emotions we called everyone. We 
knew it would be a long process that 
would take all day. When someone 
donates their organs the heart is so 
precious it’s the last organ to leave 
the body. 

After lunch we drove into New 
England Medical Center. The heart 
was just arriving. Once the heart is 
taken out of the donor, it needs to be 
placed in the recipient within four 
hours. 

In the middle of the operation a 
nurse came out to tell us the heart 
was in and beating. I can’t even 
explain the emotion I felt. That sec- 
ond I knew my dad was going to be 
OK. The operation was successful. 

It’s been five weeks since my 
dad had his heart transplant and his 
rejection level is zero. He’s home, 
hanging out with his buddies and 
even riding his Harley Davidson up 
and down the street. 

This situation has made me think 
twice about becoming a donor. 
Throughout my life I’ve learned 
lessons, but now I can truly under- 
stand the gift of life. I’m thankful for 
my dad, for the donor family that 
was so gracious, and all the doctors 
that did everything they could, exact- 
ly at the right time. They gave a gift 
of life, they gave me my dad back. 


photo courtesy the Roy family 
Jamie Roy pictured with her mother, Janice and father, John. 


eh in CC 


Throughout my life Pve learned 
lessons, but now I can truly under- 
stand the gift of life. 
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RALLY FOR FIREFIGHTERS—4 Sept. 28 in Lecture Hall A (Spurk) rally drew 150 members of 
the campus community and raised $2,000 for the families of firefighters and emergency medical 
workers who died following the Sept. 11 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York City. 
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From loiterer to theater major: Meet ‘Paco’ 


Hanging out at 
NECC made a real 
student out of him 


By AARON Foss 
News Editor 


If you’re ever walking in 
through the front doors of the Spurk 
Building in the late morning, take a 
look over to the bench on the left. If 
you see a goateed kid with a leather 
cowboy hat and a pine green bag, 
introduce yourself to Bryan Burns- 
Fedele. If he doesn’t answer to that 
name, try calling him “Paco.” 

If he’s not on the bench talking 
with his friends, chances are he’ Il be 
out on the sidewalk, flipping around 
his devil sticks in front of the awe- 
inspired crowd that comes to watch 
him. Maybe, he’Il be in the study on 
the third floor, reading through the 
script of “MacBeth.” He has to get 
the lines of the first murderer mem- 
orized in time for the play in 
November. 

So who is this man of two 
names? 

“T got the nickname Paco in 
eighth grade because I didn’t know 
the Spanish translation for Bryan. It 
followed me all the way through 
high school and eventually here to 
Northern Essex,” Burns said. 

“It actually got to the point 
where my Mom would call some- 
where to see if I was there and if she 
asked for Bryan, they wouldn’t 
know who she was talking about. So 
she had to start asking for Paco, just 


so she could get a hold of me.” 

Paco has spent three semesters 
at NECC, however he’s only been a 
student here for the past two. The 
fall semester of 2000 he would come 
here to just to hang out with his 
friends. 

“People would say ‘Hey, don’t 
you have to go to class,’ and I’d be 
like ‘No,’ and they’d be like ‘Oh, I 
didn’t know that’ and then they’d 
leave.” 

Brianna Dagle, a friend of 
Paco’s, said, “When he was here last 
fall, everyone just thought he was 
the creepy guy on the steps with the 


Aaron Foss photo 
Bryan Burns-Fedele is a familiar face around campus. He is known 
to many as simply, Paco. 


devil sticks. Since he was here any- 
way he decided to take classes.” 

Paco continued, “NECC is a 
good school for me because of its 
affordability and location. 

“It’s laid back here, but not to 
the point where it’s useless. Plus 
there are a lot of attractive women 
here. It makes me wonder what they 
put in the water.” 

Paco has many qualities that 
make him a recognizable character 
on the Haverhill campus. His almost 
butt-length hair is a trademark that 
almost every student recognizes. 
Almost everyone has a story about 


For this moment, we are 
one nation together 


We have had the opportunity to see that _ 
we all care for others. 


By Luisa MEJIA 
Features Editor 


A Chinese 
philosopher 
once said that 
life was filled 
with small sig- 
Nell iniec ant 
moments _ that 
end just before 
they begin, but 
that are so 
important they 
are the only ones we truly ever 
remember. 

And is that not what happiness 
is? Is it not just a fraction of a second, 
a moment that usually never lasts 
long enough for us to realize that we 
are happy. Happiness is usually a 
memory of something that has past, 
but rarely is it a feeling that you are 
conscious of as it is happening. 

Our minds are always trapped in 
the past and distressed about the 
future. The irony of it all is that the 
present rarely seems to affect us as 
much as our past, which has already 
happened and therefore cannot be 
changed, or our future, which we 
cannot predict and might never see. 

If you think about it, the only 
thing that really exists is now—this 
instant that has already passed as I 
write. Each second is a miracle that 
will not be repeated, but very few see 
life this way. We have a terribly hard 
time letting go of our past and we 


cannot overcome our fear of the 
future. 

It might seem drastic, but the best 
way to live your life is to be aware 
that all that you really possess is 
today and that you might never see 
tomorrow and yesterday has already 
gone. Our fears of the future should 
not prevent us from living the present 
fully. You should live each moment 
as if it were the last. 

Present, it sounds like a gift, and 
it really is a gift. It is an opportunity 
that is given to you. Right now, today 
is your day, your day to make a 
change, your day to live, to love, to 
learn, to grow. 

In light of recent events I believe 
that we must not forget that life is a 
gift and that you have to enjoy it to its 
fullest because it’s too short to waste. 

The thought of war has scared 
many of us to the point of blocking 
our view of the present. Many feel 
that they must put their lives on hold 
until we are certain that we are safe, 
but the reality is that nothing in life is 
ever certain. 

Terrorist acts like those of Sept. 
11 have painfully opened our eyes to 
a reality that we cannot keep hiding. 


The world isn’t a perfect place, and 
people everywhere are not satisfied. 

But everything that happened has 
not been bad. We are seeing today 
something that had not happened 
before. We have had the opportunity 
to see that we all care for others. 
During the days after the tragedy 
people all over the nation were vol- 
unteering their time, donating their 
blood, sending anything they thought 
could help. During those days it did 
not matter if you were black, white, 
Hispanic or Asian, all that mattered 
was that there was a need and we all 
wanted to help. 

Those that tried to hurt our nation 
did not realize that they have given us 
a reason to unite and forget about the 
prejudice that often sets us apart. 
Now we all belong to a nation that 
has been hurt. We are no longer sep- 
arate communities that are strug- 
gling; we are one big diverse nation 
that will stand together. 

Today is the time when tomorrow 
is being created. The decisions we 
make today will define the way we 
will live tomorrow. We should not let 
fear take over. 


Paco that they want to tell. 

Paco is always ready with a 
quick joke or sarcastic remark. 
When asked what he did for fun, 
Paco said he hangs out with friends, 
goes out to dinner, and, he claims in 
his typical dead-pan style, feasts on 
the flesh of the living. 

“The first time I ever talked to 
Paco I asked him why that was his 
nickname and he went into a very 
long explanation; he wouldn’t stop 
talking. Then he told me when he 
was a kid he would eat beetles 
instead of ants because the ants 
weren’t filling enough,” said Greg 
White. 

Paco is taking several classes 
this semester in order to try to major 
in theatre. Among them are World 
Religion, American Sign Language, 
History of Theater, and 
Trigonometry. 

“J quit my job so I could come 
here full-time this semester,” he 
said. “It’s better than working full- 
time and trying to balance a course 
load. I was dead that year trying to 
do everything.” 

Paco has also been involved in 
the theater program at Northern 


Essex since last spring. He played 
the Human Puddle in “The League 
of Semi-Super Heroes” in the stu- 
dent-directed plays in May. He also 
did tech work for “The Coffee 
Shop” and this fall he will be play- 
ing one of the murderers in 
“MacBeth.” 

“I only get injured in a fight, but 
I don’t die. Plus I get to kill Lady 
MacDuff, her son, and Banquo, so 
I’m happy I get to play a bad guy,” 
he said. 

Paco is one of the few people 
that everyone knows. No matter 
who you ask; someone has had an 
encounter in one way or another. 
Everyone at least knows him as “Oh 
yeah, that kid” but many more know 
him as a person not afraid to act the 
way he is. Paco doesn’t try to fit in 
with any cliques. He is just himself 
and if people don’t like it, then that’s 
their problem. 

Paco’s friend, Allen Homan said 
it best when asked to describe Paco 
in one word: “If I could describe 
Bryan in one word, it would have to 
be “Paco” because there is only one 
of him. Nobody will ever be the 
same as him.” 


————_————_§ § 


When he was here last fall, everyone just 


thought he was the creepy guy on the 
steps with the devil sticks. 


—Brianna Dagle 


Military draft unlikely, but 
students are prepared 


By JOANNE HAMOR 
Contributing Reporter 


In a few short weeks, life has 
gone from sitting on the beach plan- 
ning a family vacation with my best 
friend to the incomprehensible possi- 
bility of her son sacrificing his college 
scholarship and enlisting in the mili- 
tary. 

Many young men are not only 
willing to register for selective ser- 
vice, but are anxious to enlist to fight 
for their country. My friend’s son, 
Brian, is a pacifist but feels so strong- 
ly about what has been done to the 
United States he is willing to put his 
own feelings aside to defend his 
nation. 

Tom, 20, is a student at NECC 
and is also in the Army Reserve. 
When asked about the United States’ 
readiness to go to war, he thinks we 
are more than ready and trained, but 
does not believe the draft will be rein- 
stated. If called for active duty, Tom 
said with confidence “I'll go.” 

Shane, 20, also a student at 
NECC, is from a military family. He 
wanted to enlist but was unable due to 
asthma. If the government were to 
change their classification regarding 
health problems, Shane said he would 
willingly serve. 

Adam, 21, is registered for selec- 
tive service, does not believe there is 
any chance of the draft being reinstat- 
ed. He is uneasy at the prospect of 
serving in the military. 

“ve seen how the government 
treats their veterans,” he said. Adam’s 


best friend’s uncle served in Vietnam 
and has never been the same. 

All of these young men have one 
thing in common; they have all, as the 
law requires registered for selective 
service. Selective Service All- 
Volunteer Military has been the gov- 
ernments back up plan since 1973; in 
the event there would not be enough 
enlisted personnel during a military 
action. 

According to a Web site dedicated 
to The Central Committee for consci- 
entious Objectors, while a draft is 
unlikely there could be serious reper- 
cussions for failure to register for 
selective service. A male U.S. citizen 
is required to register 30 days before 
to 29 days after his 18th birthday. 

Failure to register can result in a 
possible fine or jail time, but prosecu- 
tion of this offense is few and far 
between, with non-since 1986. A 
more likely punishment to this 
offence is ineligibility for student aid, 
federal job raining or civil service 
jobs. 

As a child of the ’60s, I grew up 
witnessing the much protest against 
the Vietnam conflict. Members of the 
military came home from their tours 
of duty and were welcomed back not 
with open arms, but with protest 
marches against them. 

As we moved through the ’70s 
and into the ’80s and ’90s we as a 
nation became more apathetic about 
the politics around us. The tragic cir- 
cumstances of the terrorist actions 
have us all looking at the military with 
a little more respect than we did a 
month ago. 
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Transfer Events 


LAWRENCE CAMBUS 


Merrimack College 
Monday Dec. 3rd 10:30am-1:00 pm 


Salem State College 
Tuesday. October 10th 4:00-6:00 PM 


UMASS Lowell 


Wednesday. Sept. 26th 10:30 am-1:00 BPM 
Monday, Wov.19th 10:30 am-1:00 pm 


Bring your 
transcript? 


Find out about: 
Admissions 
Financial Aid 
Course Transferability 
Program Information 
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Hosted by NECC 
Academic Advising Center 
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"HOROSCOPES __ 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

It’s a great week to improve relation- 
ships, particularly within the family. This 
may be the opportune time to reach out to 
someone who looks up to you, possibly a 
child. Be alert to all money opportunities, 
postponing any major decisions for now. 

TAURUS: (April 21-May 21) 

You are looking and feeling your best, 
so use this positive energy to your advan- 
tage - get out and accomplish things. 
Communications with others go well - you 
are a mind-reader with all around you. 
Tensions elsewhere may find you taking it 
out on a loved one. 

GEMINI: (May 22-June 21) 

Make it a point of getting chores and 
errands out of the way earlier, because it 
looks like rest, relaxation and partying is 
in store for later. Be aware of the helpful 
insights surrounding you, rapid advance- 
ment at work may be a result of heeding 
suggestions. 

CANCER: (June 22-July 23) 

Personal financial planning is favored. 
Your intuition is sharpened concerning 
money matters. You may run into an 
intense blow-out with a mate or lover - 
keep your cool, things will straighten out 
rather quickly. Spend some time by your- 
self. 

LEO: (July 24-Aug. 23) 

It will be a busy week for you. Hard 
work on your part will bring you closer to 
your career and personal goals. Be sup- 
portive of family members, someone is 
going through a tough time. Resolve finan- 
cial concerns you have now, before things 
get out of hand. 

VIRGO: (Aug. 24-Sept. 23) 

You are eager to help out wherever 
needed, but avoid those who manipulate 
your actions. Be sure that your efforts go 
to a good cause. Enjoy a break from the 
routine for a couple days. Luck will find 
you with extra dollars you weren’t expect- 
ing at all. 

LIBRA: (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) 

You are ready to conquer any obstacles 
this week. It may not be a bad idea to 
spend some time alone, because your crit- 
icisms of others may get you in deep 
water. It’s hard to concentrate, and day- 
dreaming won’t hurt - unconscious mes- 
sages have practical value. 

SCORPIO: (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) 

This week finds you in tune with your 
lover or mate, which makes for great fun 
and accomplishments for the next several 
days. It looks quite favorable for you to 
move closer to your goals. If people at 
work don’t argue with you, they will argue 
around you- keep a low profile. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov. 23-Dec. 21) 

You need to get away from your hectic 
routine to be alone with your thoughts. Be 
confident of success in business dealings. 
Avoid any unpleasant financial surprises 
by going over matters to clear up any dis- 
crepancies. You can reach a meeting of 
minds with opponents. 

CAPRICORN: (Dec. 22-Jan. 20) 

A friend challenges you to break out of 
your shell and promote yourself for 
advancement. Maybe it’s time - trust your- 
self and you’ll be happier in the long run. 
A great career opportunity presents itself, 
and you'll move ahead without upsetting 
anyone. 

AQUARIUS: (Jan. 21-Feb. 19) 

It’s hard to avoid confrontations. 
Someone you have recently befriended 
may turn on you. It’ll be better to remain 
silent than be drawn into unnecessary 
arguments. Travel is favored for the next 
several weeks. If involved in litigation, 
expect to win. 

PISCES: (Feb. 20-March 20) 

Career advancement seems effortless, 
sO pursue your most cherished goal. Co- 
workers will welcome your great ideas. It 
may be a good idea to spend a little bit of 
time on your own, getting back in touch 
with yourself. Resolve differences that are 
putting distance between you and a loved 
one. 


Fragment of World Trade Center 
suggested as memorial sculpture 


Debate arises over 
whether or not a piece 
of the building should 
be used as a reminder 
of the victims 


(AP) The skeletal fragment of the World 
Trade Center’s facade that reaches stubbornly 
up out of the rubble is being seen by some 
New Yorkers as a symbol of survival and 
renewal. 

Among those urging that the seven-story 
husk become part of a permanent monument 
were Philippe de Montebello, director of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

“New York should make a commitment 
now to preserving the searing fragment of ruin 
already so frequently photographed and tele- 
vised that it has become nearly as familiar to 
us as the buildings that once stood there,” de 
Montebello wrote in an op-ed piece Tuesday 
in The New York Times. 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani said Tuesday 
that the piece of wall from the south tower 
would be taken down immediately to clear the 
way for continuing rescue work. But he 
added, “what comes down is going to be pre- 
served” in case it is decided later to turn it inte 
a memorial. 

With thousands of people still missing in 
mountains of rubble, it is too early to know 
what will become of the site where the twin 
towers stood. The sprawling area in the heart 
of the city’s financial district could be rebuilt, 
set aside as a memorial-or most likely some 
combination of the two. 

Montebello said the piece of wall “should 
stand forever as a sculptural memorial, incor- 
porated into whatever other structures or land- 
scapes are chosen as fitting for this site.” 

Jean Parker Phifer, president of the Art 
Commission that approves works of art for 
city-owned property, called the suggestion 
“reasonable.” 

“These are remnants of the attack that 
have resonated with a lot of people, and por- 
tions should be saved so that in the future 
when we get to the point of deciding what is 
an appropriate memorial, those pieces have 
not been carted away,” Phifer said. 

Pedestrians gazing at the surreal hulk on 
Tuesday also responded positively to the idea 
of preserving it. 

“They should leave it up,” said Melisa 
White of Brooklyn. “That’s the only thing we 
have of our memories of the World Trade 
Center.” 

Jamie Castiglia, of Queens, agreed, 
although she feared the work could provoke 
too many strong emotions. “It’s a very fine 
line. You don’t want to hurt someone’s feel- 
ings,” she said. 

The Times’ John Tierney also suggested 
such a memorial in his column Tuesday, say- 
ing, “it’s the building hanging on, still refus- 
ing to fall, just like New Yorkers.” 

There are precedents for erecting a monu- 
ment from ruins. Berlin, London and 
Hiroshima have erected monuments out of 
wartime ruins. In Oklahoma City, granite sal- 
vaged from the bombed Alfred P. Murrah fed- 
eral building in 1995 was used in a memorial 
to the 168 victims. 


HELP WRITING YOUR PAPER 
also: PROOFREADING, EDITING, TUTORING 


I have experience working with: 


« Students with writing problems 
« International students 
« Last-minute writers 


Jennifer (978)521-1636 
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Pedestrians stop and stare at the remains of the World Trade Center buildings in New 
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A night with Tool causes sensory overload 


Tool is an exception 
in current music 
trends 


By ADAM CARTER 
Opinion Editor 


It seems that few bands these 
days are worth paying out hard 
earned cash for a concert ticket, espe- 
cially since it’s no secret that many 
of them rely on technology and pre- 
recorded tracks to aid their on-stage 
sound. And there are even fewer 
worth standing out in the rain to 
watch as they perform. Tool is one of 
the precious few exceptions. 

Friday, Sept. 21, 2001 was rainy 
and a little humid, and Mansfield was 
not spared. When I arrived with my 
friends, the opening act was just tak- 
ing the stage. Headed by Mike 
Patton, former vocalist for Faith No 
More and Mr. Bungle, the music 
coming from the speakers, though 
loud, did not catch my attention: | 
was not impressed. 

So I chatted with folks about this 
and that, all the while feeling the 
intense undercurrent of anticipation 
that comes with attending a show 
from one of most talented acts in 
contemporary rock music. 
Expectations were high that evening. 
Having seen Tool once before 
myself, I knew what to expect. Or at 
least I thought I did. 

Standing on the lawn of the 
Tweeter Center, one will notice many 
film screens suspending from the 
roof above the stage set at regular 
intervals. Forty-five minutes after the 
opening act left the stage, the lights 
once again went out, and swirling 
liquid colors swam across the 
screens. The crowd broke into rising 
cheer as the musicians took the stage. 

Last to appear was Tool’s front 
man, the mysterious and ever-eva- 


sive Maynard James Keenan. But did 
he really fully appear? There was 
another film screen set up on the 
stage, and he walked behind it, and 
stayed there through out the show. Or 
maybe he was in front of it; either 
way, there was not more to the eye 
than a silhouette of a man with a 
microphone, singing behind abstrac- 
tions of light and color. 

Tool opened their set with “The 
Grudge,” the first track on their latest 
release, “Lateralus.” In fact, most of 
their set list consisted of songs from 
this album. Many folks were expect- 
ing more tunes from the earlier 
albums, however, the band did not 
altogether neglect songs from their 
earlier efforts. They played “Opiate,” 
the title track from their first disc. 
They also did “Prison Sex” from the 
“Undertow” CD, as _ well as 
“Stinkfist” and “Push It” from their 
third and phenomenal CD, 
“Aenima.” I’ve heard about five 
songs from that album played on the 
radio in the years since it was 
released: quite an accomplishment in 
the music world of quick fade-outs 
and one-hit wonders. 

Tool are also known for their 
weird claymation music videos often 
aired on MTV. Throughout the set, 
some of those videos played on the 
screens to the appropriate songs, 
while new images never seen before 
were also presented with other songs. 
The figures in these videos are 
humanoid in appearance, but are 
nonetheless disturbing clay represen- 
tations of human lives twitching and 
writhing in twisted, surreal land- 
scapes and environments. 

So at times, one wouldn’t know 
whether to watch the films or watch 
the stage! My eyes were glued to the 
screen through songs like “Schism” 
and “Parabol/Parabola.” I was 
entranced, in awe. I was soaking wet 
from the rain, and I was barely aware 
of it. In fact, | began to feel that the 
darkness and the rain suited the 


event, it amplified the strangeness 
and power of the music and the 
images on screen. Total sensory 
overload. 

In terms of performance quality, 
Tool were 200 percent on top of their 
act. Maynard’s voice was amazing, 
carrying his voice to perfection in 
tone and in key. The band didn’t miss 
a single beat, they were tight, profes- 
sional, and they expanded some of 
the songs to longer lengths, which is 
almost always a mark of talent and 
quality, breaking out of the mold. 

Several times, there was a uni- 
versal display of patriotism in the 
crowd in light of the recent tragedy. 
Security at the doors was stepped up 
high. I’ve been to many shows at the 
Tweeter Center, and they never 
searched anyone before. But at this 
show, one had to go through the 
metal detector test, and then be 
padded down. And no one com- 
plained: everyone seemed okay with 
it. | know I felt safer. Throughout the 
show, if the crowd wasn’t cheering 
on Tool, they were chanting “U.S.A.! 
U.S.A.!” 

Maynard James Keenan didn’t 
bother to announce their encore song. 
He did not directly address the 
tragedy in New York, but every soul 
in that audience knew that he was 
touching on that with the following 
words: 

“T want you all to remember how 
you are feeling with us at this 
moment. I want you to take what we 
are doing here tonight with you when 
you leave here, and in the following 
weeks, create something positive 
with it.” b 

At which point they did their 
encore, “Lateralus,” a song about 
reaching inward and finding strength 
and power, about creating, and about 
tuning into the positive rhythms of 
life. 

Perhaps at this time in the mak- 
ing of history, no message could be 
more important. 


Watchmaker picks up 
where Judas Priest left off 


Local band hits 
audience with the 
force of a train wreck 
and massive talent 


By Kory WAGNER 
Contributing Reporter 


Watchmaker, a group consisting 
of members from scattered New 
England towns, took the stage last 
Friday night and delivered a non-stop 
barrage of metal to anyone there to 
listen. 

When this band performed in the 
upstairs room of the Middle East 
nightclub in Cambridge, MA, I didn’t 
expect to hear some of the best metal 
to come out of the Northeast in such 
a long time. 

At first glance you wouldn’t think 
that these four guys would make the 
music that they did. I thought, “Oh 
great, another cheesy local metal 
band with pipe dreams of making it 
big.” Then this thunderous roar filled 
my head and made me step back a 
couple of feet. 

I couldn’t believe what I was 


hearing. Their sound is equivalent to 
the volume of a train wreck with the 
talent of Slayer and the chaotic spirit 
of Hatchet Face. These four local 
rockers were belting out tunes that 
made me wonder why they were not 
headlining the show. 

The band’s guitars ripped through 
my eardrums with such force and 
quickness that I couldn’t help but be 
amazed. The driving bass and drums 
made my every organ quiver in fear. 
Then when I thought that they could- 
n’t get any more crazy, the mind 
numbing destruction of their singer’s 
fierce, grinding and _ screeching 
vocals came pouring out. There was 
nothing to do but watch in amaze- 
ment. 

Their songs were straightforward, 
fast, hard and disruptive. With titles 
like “Invert and Crush,” “Flowers of 
Evil,” and “Arise in Might;” I knew I 
was taking a journey into someone’s 
twisted mind. 

Watchmaker’s performance was 
refreshing because it had been a long 
time since I had seen anyone display 
the classic Judas Priest metal look as 
the singer did. The bass player gave 
out intimidating looks as he pounded 
out the notes of the songs on his 
instrument. One of the guitarist’s, an 


ex-member of December Wolves, 
displayed fierce guitar playing and 
some of the best metal riffs I’ve heard 
in years while the other guitarist 
looked like he was straight out of 
Crowbar training camp. This was a 
show not to be missed. This band 
was head banging so unable to get 
enough of that hard, aggressive 
sound. 

After the show, I got a copy of 
their demo CD. Since then I haven’t 
been able to stop listening to it. Just 
listening to the music, you can tell 
that they must be an incredible live 
band and they are. During their per- 
formances, they show you how they 
want their songs to be heard. They 
leave little time silent between songs 
before they assault you again with 
another, which gives a different 
aspect from the CD is recorded. 

Yet again, another group of 
extremely talented musicians goes 
virtually unnoticed. I must say not 
everyone would be into this band, but 
if you’re into the this style of music, 
make sure to check them out. If you 
happen to see a listing for one of their 
shows, make sure to go see them. 
This, for the time being, is the only 
way to experience this band. 


Photo courtesy of BMG Records 


“Lateralus”’ is Tool’s newest musical venture. 


Listening to music feels 
different after Sept. 11 


Songs now give 
something to think 
about, especially 
after being banned 


By PAUL MASON 
Contributing Reporter 


Sept. 11, 2001—a day that will 
never be forgotten. A day that 
affected my life and many others in 
great proportions. After these 
attacks, the way I look at people is 
different, the way I look at the 
American flag is different, the way I 
look at the government is different. 

I used to think badly of our gov- 
ernment because they wouldn’t 
legalize marijuana. Now that’s the 
least of my concerns. What is of 
concern to me is terrorism and how 
we’re going to fight terrorism. 

Two weeks ago if you asked me 
what I thought about terrorism, I 
wouldn’t bother to answer. Now I 
can’t stop talking about it. 

Another aspect of life that has 
changed for me since Sept.11, 2001 
has been music. I still listen to the 
same music as before, but I listen to 
it differently. 

For example, two weeks ago the 
lyrics, “The president is prejudiced 
against you and me, he’s taken half 
our money and he’s chillin’ tax free, 
if you ask me that’s another smack 
in the face...” meant nothing to me. 
It was just a verse in a song. Now 
after 6,000 people are dead and the 
White House came close to getting 


blown up, this not just a verse in a 
song that I ignore. It’s a verse in a 
song that makes me think. And 
think a lot. 

Apparently I’m not the only one 
who is listening to music different- 
ly. A list of 150 songs has been 
banned from the radio by Clear 
Channel, the United States’ largest 
radio station owner. All Rage 
Against the Machine songs have 
been banned along with Alanis 
Morissette’s “Ironic,” Queen’s 
“Another One Bites the Dust,” and 
many others. 

I personally think this is a little 
out of line, considering the majority 
of these songs were written well 
over a year ago. Some of these 
songs date back as late as the six- 
ties, such as Don McLean’s 
“American Pie.” I just don’t see 
what banning these songs will 
accomplish. It’s not like they are 
about blowing up symbols of 
America’s strength; they are just 
about people expressing their ideas. 
First the terrorists tried to take away 
our freedom, now _ corporate 
America is trying in another way. 

People need to remember that 
although we are going through 
some hard times right now, censor- 
ing the ideas and thoughts of others 
is not the way to solve our prob- 
lems. When I saw Incubus last 
week, they played a song that really 
captured my ideas. After the crowd 
finished cheering, SU.S.Az 
U.S.A.,” Brian sang, “So don’t let 
the world bring you down. Not 
everyone here is that messed up and 
cold. Remember why you came and 
while you’re alive, experience the 
warmth before you grow old.” 


“a, 


a) 
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More than just 
a baseball game 
at Fenway Park 


A show of spirit 
during Americas 
favorite pastime 


By JENNIFER COLINA 
Contributing Reporter 


It was a patriotic day at Fenway 
Park on Sept. 23, as hundreds of fans 
and citizens filled the stands in sup- 
port of what is know as America’s 
favorite pastime. “We aren’t just out 
here supporting our favorite teams,” 
said Jared Rollins, of Boston. ““We’re 
out here supporting America. 

Rollins, along with seven other 
friends, was wearing a T-shirt display- 
ing the American flag across the front. 


Boston Red Sox and the Detroit 
Tigers, fans stood to their feet to par- 
ticipate in honoring the country by 
singing the national anthem. The 
players stood together on the field, 
removed their caps and joined in the 
chorus. “It was comforting to see 
everyone show such respect for the 
country by singing the Star Spangled 
Banner loud and strong with their 
hands over their hearts,” DiGangi 
said. “People had enthusiasm and 
spirit, when usually everyone is just 
waiting for the umpire to say play 
ball.” 

Between the third and fourth 
innings, the speakers poured out the 
sound of Frank Sinatra singing “New 
York, New York.” Fans stood up and 
swayed to the rhythm while singing 
along. Upon the conclusion of the 
song, the players were greeted back 


“ee We * must on the field with a 
mourn and loud cheer and 
remember the C C round of applause. 
people we lost in “My favorite 


this attack on 
America, but we 
must also show 
our strength and 
unity, and that’s 
why we’re here 
today” Rollin’s 
said. People 
came wearing red, white and blue, 
displaying a statement of patriotism 
throughout the stadium. Banners 
were held high with messages reading 
“God bless America” and “united we 
stand”. 

“The guard was handing out 
American flag pins as a bunch of us 
entered through gate A,” said Kate 
DiGangi, a Red Sox fan. “As I put 
mine on my shirt I looked around and 
notice that just about everyone inside 
was wearing the same pin, and in that 
moment I felt so proud to be an 
American” 

Just before the game between the 


American. 


years. 


game. 


p.m. also on NESN. 


In that moment I felt 


so proud to be an 


New England Sports Corner 


Patriots quarterback Drew Bledsoe is home and recov- 
ering from his chest and head injuries suffered late in the 
fourth quarter against the New York Jets Sept. 23. It is con- 
firmed that he suffered no damage to any organs and that 
no long-term problems will be expected. 

Red Sox, along with Chicago, Detroit and Cleveland, 
Boston is on of the only four cities to have remained in the 
American League since its formation in 1901, all 100 


The Red Sox commemorated 100 seasons of American 
League baseball in Boston by celebrating with more than 
50 former RedSox players, coaches, executives and scouts 
along the base of the green Monster prior to Sunday’s 


Bruins vs. Anaheim Thursday, Oct. 4 at 7 p.m. on 
NESN. The Bruins will play Atlanta Saturday, Oct. 6 at 7 


Celtics get ready! Michael Jordan will make his first 
visit to Boston on Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2001 when the 
Wizards take on the Celtics at the FleetCenter. Free, open 
practice comes to Lowell. The Celtics will welcome area 
fans to the 2001-02 NBA Season at a free “meet the 
Celtics” open practice at the Tsongas Arena in Lowell on 
Sunday, Oct. 7 for 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


* All information is taken from official team Web sites. 


part of the day was 
when they played 
Proud to be an 
American over the 
speakers,” Rollins 


said. “I looked 
down at the two 
security _ police 


officers that stood on the side of the 
field and watched their proud faces as 
everyone cheered for them in recogni- 
tion of the role they play in America.” 
In spite of the recent terrorist attacks 
and the preparation for war between 
our nation and terrorism, citizens of 
America made an effort to stand 
strong and unmoved. “They tried to 
scare us by destroying a big part of 
our nation, but we can’t let them think 
they have us beat,” Rollins said. We 
show love for our nation by showing 
love for baseball and by letting the 
world know that no one can take away 
our patriotism and our spirits. 


File photo 


Air Jordan will return to the NBA with the Washington Wizards this season. 


Jordan returns to NBA, again 


Hess back to work 
some magic with the 
Wizards 


By JOSHUA MARSHALL 
Contributing Reporter 


After being out of the NBA for 
the past three years Michael Jordan 
announced his plans to return to bas- 
ketball. He will play for the 
Washington Wizards in the upcoming 
season. In a news release given by his 
management agency Jordan said, 
“I’m returning as a player to the 
game I love.” 

Jordan turns thirty-six this year. 
In high school he was cut from his 
school team as a sophomore. After 
High school he attended the 
University of North Carolina, where 
he led his team to the NCAA 
Championship as a freshman, and hit 
the title game winning shot. 
Thereupon, the Chicago bulls select- 
ed Jordan in the first round of the 
1984 NBA Draft. Jordan retired form 
basketball before the 1993-94 sea- 
son, as an all-star. He then went on to 
play minor league baseball for the 
class AA Birmingham Barons of the 
Chicago White Sox organization, and 
returned to the Bulls in 1994-95 cam- 
paign. 

In the 1997-98 season Jordan 
earned over thirty six million dollars 
with the Chicago Bulls. He lead the 
team to the NBA titles in the 1991, 
“92, ‘93, ‘96, *97, and ‘98. Jordan 
was named the finals most valuable 
player six times. 

Jordan also holds the most points 
per game average in league history 
with 31.5 in only 930 games. Jordan 
is also fourth all-time with scoring 


Jordan’s Achievements 


29,277 points. As an eleven-time all- 
star, he holds the most points in a 
play off game, scoring sixty-three. 
Some of you many feel that 
Jordan is past his prime as a thirty 
six-year-old professional basketball 
player, however, I feel he is a leader 
as well as a winner, and should bring 
promising athletics to the Wizards. 


He plans to donate his salary for the 
upcoming season to relief agencies 
working with the victims of the ter- 
rorist attacks on New York and 


Washington. The Wizards have 
already sold approximately 12,000 
season tickets prior to Jordan 
announcing his come back. 
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Millions taking it to the extreme 


Many new ways to 
feel the rush and test 
the limits 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


Extreme sports are the latest 
trend in athletics. Millions of people 
around the world participate in these 
heart exhilarating, death-defying 
activities. 

NECC has gotten into the act as 
well. The college now offers ski and 
rock climbing trips. 

In addition to rock climbing, 
some extreme sports include BASE- 
jumping, ski joring, mountain bik- 
ing, land luge, and snowcross. 

BASE-jumping comes from the 
words buildings, antenna, spans 
(bridges) or earth. It’s simply the 
sport of jumping from fixed objects 
instead of a plane and using a para- 
chute to safely reach the ground. It’s 
illegal in the U.S and in most cases 
the jumper is charged with a misde- 
meanor violation or jail time. 

The highest BASE jump is 3,212 
feet from the Angel Falls. The lowest 
is 102 feet from St. Paul’s Cathedral. 
BASE-jumping is a dangerous sport 
and most wonder why people would 
risk their lives for such a rush. 

Rock climbing is also a danger- 
ous sport but it’s no longer only an 
out door sport. Many gyms are now 
building rock-climbing walls to pro- 
vide intense workouts. 

Rock climbing has also become 
a competitive sport. Racers climb 


Photo courtesy of www.rockclimbing.com 


NECC has gotten into extreme sports, and now offers a rock climb- 


ing trip as well as a skiing trip. 


mountains and cliffs to see who can 
reach the top first. Also, some people 
use rock climbing in achieving per- 
sonal goals. Setting the goal of 
climbing to the top of the mountain 
and achieving it is very rewarding. 

If you have a big healthy dog and 
a pair of cross-country skis, that is all 
you need to go ski joring. Skijor is a 
Norwegian word that means, “ski 
driving.” That is when a cross-coun- 
try skier uses a dog to help pull them 
along. It’s an exciting ride and the 
least known sport in the world. 


Flag Football — 
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Most people disagree with using 
the dog to pull people but dogs pull 
instinctively. If the competitors 
enjoy it, the dogs seem to enjoy it. 

Mountain biking has many dif- 
ferent components to it, but an inter- 
esting one is mountain unicycle. It is 
for real, and there are many Web 
pages committed to this sport such as 
unicyclesoure.com. 

Some questions that concerned 
people are: “how do you -stop?” 
There are no brakes on unicycles and 
they have a direct drive, so to stop 


‘Free Pool 


you_just stop peddling. There is no 
coasting and no gears, but it-requires 
a lot of balance. 

The luge has become a new 
street sport, land luge. It consists of 
sledding down streets on luge sleds 
with wheels, kind of like human 
skateboards. It has become quite the 
competitive sport with its own cate- 
gory in the X games. Rocketluge is 
recently invented. Up to 24 rockets 
are fired to achieve maximum 
speeds. 

Snowcross is competitive snow- 
mobile drag racing. Not just in 
snow, but in grass and muddy 
waters. The sport competes all year 
round. It’s a race to the finish, 
where snowmobiles are speeding on 
all-terrain courses. 

These are only a few examples 
of the extreme sports that are avail- 
able out there. 

Extreme sports are dangerous 
and people should use severe cau- 
tion. There are no guarantees in 
these sporting events; no one wants 
to be liable for injuries. People can 
only question why someone wants 
to risk their life for the rush of the 
sport. Maybe these sports need to 
be experienced to explain. 

The one thing in common is 
that extreme sports bring people 
closer to nature. Being outdoors, 
taking in fresh air seems healthier 
than being in a sweaty gym. These 
sports give us that chance to experi- 
ence and appreciate natures at its 
extremes. 

For more information on the 
college trips, contact Sue 
MacAvoy, coordinator of Athletic 
Recreation and Intramural at 
(978)556-3820. 


Cross country 
season off and 


|running 


By JAMIE Roy 
Sports Editor 


This year’s cross-country 
team is off and running and there 
is still time to join. The team ran 
in their first meet last Saturday 
and they show improvement. 

The team members are: Larry 
Fowle, Freddy Gibbs, Charlie 
Silva, Joe Martinez, Tony Taurasi 
and Junior Leal. Some of the team 
goals this season are, to have a 
team score each meet, to improve 
their performance at the district 
meet, to win the Regional XXI 
meet and to attend Nationals in 
San Antonio. 

Last year, coach Dawn 
Caputo, in her fourth year of 
coaching here, brought the team 
to be third in Regionals (New 
England) and fifth in District 
(Southern New York state and 
Mid-Atlantic). 

Through her coaching, the 
team won the President’s Cup, an 
award given to the team at NECC 
with the highest GPA and present- 
ed at the graduation awards cere- 
mony. 

Cross-country running is a 
great exercise and competing with 
a team is a great way to get to 
know people. It is not too late for 
others to join, Anyone who has 
cross-country experience, com- 
peted in road races, or jogs for fun 
are welcome to join. 

For more information call 
Dawn Caputo at (978) 372-9328. 
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Campus celebrates 40 years 


Barbara Polletta photos 


President Hartleb makes the first cut in the NECC cake while a crowd looks on, including Paul 
Bevilaqua (center.) 


“Bubba” of Salem, N.H., is not an alumnus Travel through time: The Carlene Nazarian School of Dance from Salem, N.H., enter- 
but came to enjoy the celebration. tained the crowd with styles spanning five decades of dance. 


Go fly a kite: Steady winds kept new 
kites flying high. 


